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A SHORT 
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AUTHOR 
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| * may add Weight, perhaps, to the 

1 Reflections contained in the following 
Pages, to inform the Reader that the Au- 
thor's Life was one uniform Exemplar of 
thoſe Precepts, which, with ſo generous a 
Zeal and ſuch an elegant and affecting Sim- 
plicity of Style, he endeavours to recom- 
mend to general Practice. He left others 
to contend for Modes of Faith, and in- 
flame themſelves and the World with end- 
leſs Controverſy : it was the wiſer Purpoſe 
of his more ennobled Aim, to act up to 
thoſe. clear Rules of Conduct which Re- 
velation hath graciouſly preſcribed. He 
poſſeſſed by Temper every moral Virtue; by 
Religion every Chriſtian Grace. He had a 


Humanity that melted at every Diſtreſs; a 
a 3 Cha. 


* 


ar 
Charity which not only thought no Evil, 
but ſuſpected none. He exerciſed his Pro- 
feſſion with a Skill and Integrity, which 


nothing could equal but the diſintereſted 
Motive that animated his Labours, or the 


amiable Modeſty which accompanied all his 


Virtues. He employed his Induſtry, not 
to gratify his own Deſires; no Man in- 


dulged himſelf leſs: not to accumulate- 


uſeleſs Wealth; no Man more diſdained fo 


unworthy a Purſuit: it was for the decent 


Advancement of his Family, for the gene- 
rous Aſſiſtance of his Friends, for the ready 
Relief of the Indigent. How often did he 
exert his diſtinguiſhed Abilities, yet refuſe 
the Reward of them, in Defence F zhe 


Widow, the Fatherlefs, and him that had 
none to belp him! In a word, few have ever 


paſſed .a more uſeful, not one a more 
blameleſs Life; and his whole Time was 
employed either in doing Good, or in me- 
ditating it. He died on the 6th Day of 
April 1743, -and lies buried under the 


'Cloiſter of Lincoln's Inn Chapel. MEM. 
PAT, OPT. MER, FIL. DIC, 
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$364 ai; A, is * awaken in the Minds 
0 8 4 unthinking Men, -@ ſerious 


cern rom the Here of their immortal Souls: 
a Deſign, at all Times ſeaſonable and neceſ- 
fary, but more eſpecially at this Time, when 
we ſee ſuch Numbers of Perſons carried 
away with the Love of Pleaſure, and fuch Arts 
invented and Methods uſed to gratify their 
corrupt and vicious Taſte. 

Whoever reffects, with a due Concern, upon 
the Exceſſes and Debaucheries which have 
overſpread this Nation, and has any Regard 
for the Honour of God, and the Intereſt of that 
Holy Religion which Chriſt Jeſus came down 
from Heaven to eftabliſh upon the Earth, will 
HH rafily be perſuaded to think, that all Endea- 

vours poſſible ought to be uſed, to flem the 
Torrent 


PREFACE. 
Torrent of Wickedneſs that is broken in upon 


us, and to prevent the miſchievous Effects of 


thoſe public Diverſions, zwhich the Generality 


of People are grown ſo fond of ; I mean the 
Maſquerades and Plays: thoſe Seminaries of 


Vice and Irreligion, where every Thing is con- 
trived to inflame the Paſſions and corrupt the 


tender Minds of young Perſons, and which, I 
am perſuaded, have greatly contributed to that 
general Neglect of God and Religion, which 


ts ſo vifible amongſt us. 
Whether any Thing that is here offered, wil 


be effeftual to draw Men off from the Love of | 
thoſe deceitful Vanities, I cannot ſay: but 


fure I am, (if the Scripture is to be the Rule 
of our Prafiice, as moſt undoubtedly it :5) it 
muſt be the Duty of every one, not only to take 
care that he give no Encouragement by his 
Example, to theſe licentious and inſuaring 
Entertainments - (to which I doubt , not but 
many owe their fatal Miſcarriages ), but lo do 
what in him lies, to diſſuade others, eſpecially 
thoſe under his Care, from reſorting to Places 
of ſo much Danger and Infection. | 

It muſt he confeſſed, that it is no eaſy Matter 
to prevail on theſe who are carried away byabe 


falſe Maxims and Praices of a corrupt and 
* debauched 


PREFACE. 


debauched World, to abandon their ſenſual 
Gratifications, for the more refined Pleaſures 
of Virtue and Religion: However, the diffi- 
culty of the Work ſhould not diſcourage any one 
from attempting it. 1 have therefore endea- 
voured, according to my Ability, to lay before 
the Reader the Advantages attending @ good 
Life; in Hope, that whoever ſeriouſly conſi- 
ders what is here ſaid, will be convinced, that 
there is no Pleaſure to be compared with that 
of a good Conſcience ; and that Religion really 
is, what it was deſigned by the great Author of 
it to be, the only ſolid Foundation of our pre- 
ſent, as well as future, Happineſs, 

:T am ſenſible that what is here offered, bath 
been with much greater Advantage inculcated 
in many of thoſe excellent Diſcourſes, which 
are already extant : yet when I conſider how 
much Good has been done by theſe fmall Trafic, 
which have been printed and diſperſed of late 
Lears, I am encouraged to hope that this little 


Treatiſe may be of ſome Service; as a check 


at leaſt, to that prodigious Thirſt after ſenſual 
Pleaſures, which ſeems to be the Diſeaſe of 
the preſent Age, and which muſt undoubtedly 
deſtroy the Love of God, wherever it prevails. 
T have 
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T have added | ſome Prayers at the End of 
this Book, not woith an Intention to preſcribe 
#0 any one, but to aſſiſt thoſe that are not fur- 
niſhed with better Helps; well knowing how 
important a Dety Prayer is, and how highly 
neceſſary it is for every good Chriſtian to be fre- 
guent in his Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace, 
if ever he expects the Favour of God, and hopes 
to find GRAcx to help in Time of Need. 

May God of his great Goodneſs give a 
Bleſſing to theſe weak Endeavours, and make 
them inſtrumental to His Glory, and the Good 
ES? : | 
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RELIGIOUS LIFE. 


CHAP I. | 


LLET IG HAT ** I bo to be ſaved # was 
Q& | @. a Queſtion, which the trem- 
* bling and aſtoniſhed Jailer put 
; to Paul and Silas, when he ſaw 
— Priſon-Doors opened; in a miraculous 
Manner: a Queſtion of the uunoſt Moment 

and Importance, and which it nearly con- 
cerns us all to be well reſolved in. For, 

if there be a Lite after this, and we do not 

die like the Beaſts that periſb; if Death does 

not put a final Period to our Beings; but 

when this ſhort Life is ended, we enter 
upon the Regions of Eternity, and ſhall 

L be for ever happy or miſerable, _— 


6 ˙ „ 
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The Great Importance 
as we demean ourſelyes in this ſhort Time of 
Trial and Probation: If this be the State 
and Condition of Mankind (as the Voice 
of Reaſon, the Dictates of Conſcience, and 
the Holy Scriptures, do loudly proclaim it 
is) how does it behove every one of us to 
inquire, what we muſt do to attain everlaſt- 
ing Life; and to conſider, whether we are 
in the Way that leads to Heaven and Hap- 
pineſs? or, if we have been ſo unhappy as 
to wander out of it, how we may recover 
ourſelves and return to it again? 


This is an Inquiry that deſerves our ut- 
moſt Diligence and Attention. For if we 
are ignorant of the Will of God, or, know- 
ing it, will not follow or be led by that 
unerring Light, but ſuffer ourſelves to be 
burried away by our unruly Paſſions in the 
Purſuit of the Things of this Life ; we are 
wretched and miſerable; blind- and naked, 
notwithſtanding all our Attainments ; and 
we ſhall one Day be convinced to our 


Sorrow, that there is no Folly like that 


of preferring Things temporal to Things 
eternal. Whatever ihe. Children of this 


ate 
ice 


i 


Of a REL1G10vus LIFE. 


World may think, and how much ſoever 
they may applaud their own Wiſdom in 
contriving Schemes to be Rich and 
Great; yet if their chief Care and Con- 
cern is taken up about theſe Things, it 
is certain they will be found Fools, 


when weighed in the Balance of true Wiſ- 


dom. 

He that is truly wiſe, will conſider that 
he has a Soul, as well as a Body, to take 
care of; a ſpiritual and immortal Subſtance 
which can never die; but when enlarged 
from that Priſon in which it is now con- 
fined, muſt live for ever, either in Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery. Shall we then be fo 
fooliſh, as to confine our ambitious Pur- 
ſuits within the narrow Limits -of this 
World, without conſidering what will be 
the Condition of our Souls hereafter ? 
Shall we labour and toil for tbe Meas that 
periſheth, and be cold and indifferent 
about the momentous Concerns of Eter- 
nity? Shall we ſpare no Pains in order to 
increaſe our temporal Eſtates, and to lay 
up Goods for many Tears; when we know 
not, but this Night our Souls may be required 


of us? And if we have made no Proviſion 
B tor 
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for their everlaſting Welfare, what will it 
avail us that we have been Rich and Grear 


in this World? 


The Faſhion of this World paſſeth away, 
and all the Glory and Splendor of it will, 


in a little Time, have an End. How-great 


then is the Folly, and how deplorable will 
the Condition of that Man be, who, inſtead 
of ſeeking the Ringdom of God and his Righ- 
teouſneſs in the firſt place, has conſumed his 
Days in feeking after the Honours and 
Riches of this World, and has tired him- 


ſelf ont in the Purſuit of thoſe Things 


which are of no value in the Sight of 
God? Wretched Stupidity ! What ſhall it 
profit a Man, if he ſhall gain the whole 
World and I:fe his own Soul? Time bears 
no Proportion to Eternity. The moſt 
exalted Pleaſures of this Life, which at 
beft are but of a ſhort Continuance, can 
never compenſate for the Loſs of that 
Happineſs, which God has prepared for 
them that love him. How miſerably then 
will that Man be deceived, who places 
all his Hopes and Happineſs in the poor 
and empty Satisfactions of a ſenſual Life; 


who looks no farther than the preſent 


Time, 
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Time, and lives as if he cared not what be- 
came of him hereafter, ſo that he may but 
enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon / 

But ſome, perhaps, may aſk, Where is 
the Man fo abandoned to Folly and Madneſs, 
as to be content, for the Sake of a preſent 


ſhort-lived Happineſs, to be miſerable for - 


ever hereafter? I wiſh indeed there were 
none ſuch : But alas! there are too many 
that make this ſaid Choice. Not that any 
one chooſes Evil for the ſake of Evil, or 
prefers Miſery before Happineſs (for a 
Deſire of Happineſs is inſeparable from 
our Nature); but in the Scripture-account 
of Things, he is ſaid to chooſe Deſtruc- 
tion, who walks in the broad Way that 


leads to it. For God has been pleaſed 8 
ſet before us Life and Death, Bleſſing and 


Curſing: Rewards on the one Hand, to 
encourage our Obedience; and Puniſh- 
ments on the other, to deter us from Sin. 
And as ag that obeys the Commandments 
of God, chooſes Life, ſo he that tranſ- 
greſſes them, chooſes Death; that Death 
which God has threatened to the Sinner, 
even Death eternal. For the Wages of Sin 
is Death, and he that chooſes the one (let 

„ his 
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his Pretences be what they will) muſt 
be ſaid to chooſe the other; becauſe he 
knows (at leaſt it is his own Fault, if he 
does not know) that God will render to every 
Man according to his Deeds : To them, who, 
by patient Continuance in Well. doing, ſeek for 
Glory and Honour and Immortality, eternal 
f Life ; but unto them that are contentious, 
and do not obey the Truth, but obey Unrigh- 
teouſneſs ; Indignation and Wrath, Tribula- 
* tion and Anguiſh, upon every Soul of Man that 
| | doth Evil, 

See then, what a wretched Piece of 
Folly the Sinner 1s guilty of, (how wiſe 
ſoever he may think himſelf, and how 
much ſoever he may deſpiſe the ſober Part 
of Mankind) when he firſt enters upon 


b a Life of Wickedneſs. For he is then 


| | evidencing to all the World, that, Life 


| and Death being ſet before him, he has 


determined his choice to the latter A 


| Choice ſo abſurd and unaccountable, that, 


did not Experience convince us that it is 
often made, we could hardly think it poſſible 
for a rational Creature to be ſo blind. O 
Iſs Bleſſed God ! haſt thou ſet before us Happi- 
neſs and Miſery, Joys unſpeatable and full 


| of 
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of Glory on the one Hand, and Torments endleſs 
and intolerable on the other ! haſt thou given 
us the Light of Reaſon to guide us, and ſu- 
peradded that of thy Holy Spirit to illumi- 
nate and inſtruct us; haſt thou implanted in 
our Natures a Dread of, and Averſton from, 
Pain and Miſery, and an inſatiable an 
never-ceaſing Thirſt after Happineſs; and is 
it poſſible for us, after all this, to be ſo blind 
and ſenſeleſs, ſuch Enemies to our own Souls, 
and fo regardleſs of their eternal IFofare, as 
to prefer the dark Ways of Sin and Miſery 
before thoſe bleſſed Paths that lead to the 
bright Regions of Bliſs and Glory !-— Alas 
fuch toretched Fools are too many among us, 
who, notwit//tanding all that thou haſt done 
for us, will not hearken, nor be adviſed, but 
run beadlong into the Ways of Sin and De- 
firuftion, : | 
This indeed is a melancholy Conſide- 
ration: and what ſhall we ſay to awaken 
Men out of this fatal Lethargy, and to 
inſpire them with a juſt Senſe of their 
Danger? what, but intreat them to conſi. 
der, that, unleſ they repent, they will cer. 
tainly periſh. For the Wrath of God is revealed 
againſt ail Ungadlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of 
B 3 Men: 
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Acts xvii, Mien: — and though God winked at the Times 
3% 3'* of Ignorance; yet now he commandeth all 
Men every where to repent ; becauſe he hath 
appointed a Day, in which he will judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man whom 
he hath ordained ; whereof he hath given Aſ- 
ſurance unto all Men, in that he hath raiſed 
him from the Dead. In that awful Day 
Rev. vi. Sinners will in vain call to the Mountains 


26, 7. ond Rocks to fall on them, and to hide them 


from the Face of him that ſitteth on the 
Throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamb.— 
For when the great Day of his Wrath is 
come, who ſhall then be able to fland*— 
Who indeed ſhall be able to ſtand before 
the Face of an incenſed God, and hear 
that dreadful Sentence pronounced againſt 
him, Depart from me, ye curſed, into ever- 
lafting Fire, prepared for the Devil and 
Bit Angels ?—Ah}1 who can bear an Eter- 
— nity of Horror and Deſpair ? Who can dwell 
with implacable Fiends in everlaſting Burn- 
ings ? 
Theſe are Things of infinite Moment 
and Concern, and are ſufficient to ſhew 
us the great Neceſſity of denying Ungod- 
tineſs and worldly Luſts, and living righ- 
teouſly, 


Of a REL1G10us L1FE. 
teouſly, ſoberly and godlily, in this preſert 
World, But becauſe the weightieſt Truths, 
when their Conſequences are not imme- 
diately felt, are too apt to be diſregarded ; 
I ſhall enlarge a little upon the great Im- 
portance of a religious Life, by endeavou- 
ring to ſhew theſe three Things: 


I. That there is no ſolid Happineſs to be 
attained in this Life, but in the Practice of. 
Religion. 


II. That as Religion is the only Thing 
that can make us happy while we live, ſo. 
there is nothing but a good Life can give 
us any comfortable Proſpect, when we come 
to die. 

III. That a conſcientious Obſervance of 
the Duties of Religion, will not only make 
us live happily, and die comfortably ; but, 


what is infinitely beyond all this, will moſt 
certainly be rewarded with eternal Hap- 


pineſs in the Life to come. 


Firſt then I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, That 
there is no ſolid Happineſs to be attained in this 
Life, but in the Prafiice of Religion. 

84 It 
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It has bgen the great Artifice of the Devil, 
to poſſeſs the Minds of unthinking Men 
with an Opinion, that Religion is a ſour, 
moroſe, ill- natured Thing; an Enemy to 
whatever is pleaſant and chearful; and that 
whoever engages in the Practice of it, muſt 
from that Inſtant renounce all the Pleaſures 
and Enjoyments of this Life. But as the 
Devil is the Father of Lies, it is no wonder 
thar he ſets every Thing before us in a falſe 
and deceit/ul Light: It was by theſe 
Means that he deceived our firſt unhappy 
Parents, and it is by the ſame Methods 
that he endeavours to betray their too cre- 
dulous Poſterity. He is continually repre- 
ſenting Evil as Good, and Good as Evil ; 
putting Darkneſs for Light, and Light for 
Darkneſs. He knows that there is ſuch a 
Beauty and Comelineſs in Religion, as no 
one can behold but with Love and Admi- 
ration ; and therefore he endeavours to 
draw a Veil over its Luſtre, and to raiſe in 
our Minds frightful Ideas concerning it. 


And too many, alas! are miſled by ſuch 


falſe and unjuſt Reprefentations, 


But 


th 
thi 


evil, 
Men 
ſour, 
y to 
that 
muſt 
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the 
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theſe 
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But would Men be perſuaded once to 


make the Experiment; would they forſake 


the dangerous Paths of Sin, and walk in 
the Way that leads to everlaſting Happi- 
neſs; would they retire from the Noiſe and 
Tumult of a looſe and diſordered Life, and 
liſten to the ſtill Voice of Reaſon and Re- 
ligion, they would quickly find how groſly 
they have been cheated, and wonder how 
it was poſſible they ſhould ſo long have 
been deceived. They would ſoon diſcover, 
and from thence admire, the Beauty of Ho- 
lineſs, and be thoroughly convinced, that 


there is no Pleaſure like that of a good 
Conſcience ; no real and ſolid Happineſs, 


but what reſults from a Life of Virtue and 
Hohneſs. They would then bleſs the 
happy Change they had made, and would 
not part with their Intereſt in Heaven for 
the greateſt Enjoyments this World could 
give them. All thoſe empty Pleaſures, 
which once captivated and enſnared them, 
would then appear mean and contemptible, 


and nothing would be thought of any real 


Value, but what ſets them forward in the 
Way of Salvation. 


B5 O happy 
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O happy Man! (whoſoever thou art) that 
haſt made this noble Trial, and by a true 
and ſincere Repentance art reſtored to the 
Favour and Love of God ! thou haſt zurned 
away thine Eyes from beholding Vanity, - and 
canſt now look up with Confidence to 
God, and reliſh the Pleaſures of a virtuous 
Life, How is thy Mind filled with Love 
and Joy and Admiration, when thou con- 
ſidereſt, that by the Grace and Goodneſs 
of God thou art reſcued out of the Jaws 
of the devouring Lion, and art delivered 
from Fear and Shame and Self-condemna- 
tion; the ſure Attendants of a guilty Con- 
ſcience! _ 

We may have ſome Idea of the Happineſs 
of ſuch a Man, by conſidering what is the 
Pleaſure of a redeemed Captive, when re- 
ſtored to his Country, his Liberty, and his 
Friends; or of a Mariner got ſafe to Shore 
after a Storm, wherein he was every Mo- 
ment in Expectation of being ſwallowed up 
in the Deep. And yet it muſt be owned, 
the Compariſon falls infinitely ſhort : For 
what Slavery is ſo great as that of a Soul 


under the Bondage and Dominion of Sin? 


Or what are the moſt terrible Dangers of 
the 
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the Sea, when compared with thoſe to which 
the Sinner is continually expoſed ? 

But have not ſome, it may be aſked, 
made Trial of Religion, and yet have found 
no Satisfaction therein? as may be con- 
cluded from their returning again to their 
former Courſe of Life. It is true, there are 
ſome Inſtances (and ſad ones they are, God 
knows) of ſuch, who after they have been 
once enlightened, and have taſted of the hea- 
venly Gift, and been made Partakers of the 
Holy Ghoft, have yet fallen away, and en- 
tered again into a Life of Sin and Debau- 
chery. But has this been owing to a Diſ- 
Itke of Religion? By no means ; but ra- 
ther to a want of Care in not avoiding the 
Company which has formerly ſeduced them, 
or to a Forgetfulneſs, or at leaſt a Neglect, 
of the Vows and Reſolutions they hare: 
made; or, it may be, they have fallen un. 
der ſome violent Tempration, which they 
have not ſo vigorouſly refrſted, as they 
might and ought to have done : Inſtances, 
however, of this kind, I hope, are but 
rare, Whereas, on the other hand, how 
many are there, who have forſaken the 

B 6 : Company 
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Company and Converſation of the Wicked ; 
and, having lamented the Folly and Mad- 


neſs of their paſt Lives, have, from being 


the Slaves of Sin and Satan, become the 
Servants of God? Theſe will tell you, 
from their own Experience, that they have 
found more true Peace and Satisfaction in 
conquering one vicious Habit, than ever 
they met with in the moſt ſenſual Enjoy- 
ment; that all their paſt ſinful Pleaſures 
yield them now no other Fruits, than thoſe 
bitter ones of Shame and Remorſe: That in 
Religion, on the contrary, they find ſuch a 
Spring of Comfort continually refreſhing 
their Souls, as they would not part with for 
all that this World can poſſibly give them. 
They taſte ſuch a Pleaſure in the Service of 
God, as makes them with holy David de- 


fire to dwell in the Houſe of the Lord all the 


Days of their Lives, to behold the fair Beauty 
of the Lord, and to viſit his Temple; and like 
him, eſteem it better to be a Door-keeper in 
the Houſe of the Lord, one of the meaneſt of 
God's Servants, than to dwell in the Tents of 
Ungodlineſs, amidſt the Delights and Plea- 
ſures of a wicked and debauched World. 


Indeed, 


Of a RELiiGious Lr. 
Indeed, nothing can give a Man ſo ex- 


quiſite a Satisfaction, as to reflect upon the 


Actions of a well-ſpent Life; to conſider 


that he has made God his Friend, and 


ſecured an Intereſt in the Favour of Him, 


who is the eternal Source and Fountain of 


all Good; infinite in Mercy and Loving- 


kindneſs, as well as in Power; not only 


able, but willing and ready, to help and 
aſſiſt him in all Difficulties: a Being, to 
whom he may have Recourſe under all 
Trials and Temptations, under the greateſt 
Calamities and Troubles of Life; to whom 
he may lay open all his Wants and Infir- 
mities, pour forth all his Sorrows and Af- 
flictions, and may at all Times with Confi- 
dence look up, as being aflured that he. 


has a powerful Interceſſor in Heaven, 7e/us Col. i, 14. 


Chriſt the Righteous, in whom we have 
Redemption through his Blood, even the For- 


giveneſs of Sins; and who ig able to ſave Hob. 
them to the uttermoſt that come unto God bya5. 


him, ſeeing be ever liveth to make Intercęſſion 
for them. I ſay, for a Man to conſider 
theſe Things ; to think that he is anſwer- 
ing the End of his Creation; that he is 

doing 
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doing the Work for which he is ſent into 
the World; that he is become a Member 
of Chriſt, a Child of God, and an Inheritor 
of the Kingdom of Heaven: How muſt ſuch 
Thoughts chear and refreſh his Soul with 
a ſolid, ſubſtantial, and laſting pleaſure ; 
in Compariſon whereof all the vain and 
empty Enjoyments of this World are as 
nothing ! 

But then, on the contrary, for a wicked 
Man to conſider, that the Face of the Lord 
is againſt them that do Evil, and conſequently 
that he is in the Number of thoſe againſt 
whom God has declared his diſpleaſure ; 
that, inſtead of working cut his Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling, he is daily heaping up 
to himſelf Wrath againſt the day of Wratb : 


And though (it may be) he is now cloathed 


with Purple and fine Linen, and fares ſump- 
tuouſly every Day; though he may at pre- 
fent live in all the Gaiety and Splendor, 
the Pomp and Luxury, of a great Fortune, 
yet there will come a Time (and, for 
aught he knows, it may not be many Mo- 
ments off) when he ſhall be ſtript of all 
his Pleaſures and Enjoyments, and want 
even a Drop of Water to cool his Tongue ;— 

Surely, 
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into Surely, ſuch Thoughts as theſe muſt ſtrike 
wer |} the Sinner through with Horror and Amaze- 


Hor ment, and like Belſtazzar, when he ſaw the 


uch Hand- woriting upon the Wall, make him trem- 
rich ble, even in the midſt of his greateſt Mirth 
re; and Jollity. 

and And can a Man with ſuch Reflections in 
his Mind (and theſe, or ſomething like 
them, will be fure to haunt the Sinner) be 
ſaid to be happy? Are the Stings of Con- 
ſcience, the Terrors of an Almighty Judge, 
and the dreadful Expectations of God's Ven- 
geance, conſiſtent with a State of Happi- 
neſs ?—Alas! the Libertine may flatter 
himſelf as he pleaſes; and think to deceive 
others, by putting on an Air of Gaiety 
and Pleaſantneſs; but, it is certain, his 
Mind can never be long at reſt, while he 
MP- carries about him a faithful Monitor, that 


TEC | will be continually upbraiding him for his 
lor, Folly and Madneſs; reprefenting before 
= his Eyes the Dangers he is expoſed to, 
By and crofling him, as it were, in his Way, 

a. | while he is in full Purſuit of his unlawful 
.. Pleaſures.— And though he may perhaps 


be able ſometimes to ſilence the Clamours 
55 6 of 
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The Great Importance, 


of this troubleſonie Companion, by mere 
dint of Noiſe and Extravagance; yet when 


his Paſſions abate (as they will not always 


bear to be upon the Stretch) and the Man 
grows cool, he will find the Upbraidings 
of his conſcience return upon him with the 
greater Violence. And the Shame and 
Anguiſh, the Horror and Confuſion, that 
he will then feel, will infinitely overbalapce 
all the Satisfactions he can meet with, in 
the Enjoyment of his ſinful Pleaſures. 

I own, indeed, this is not the Caſe of 
every Sinner. A Man, by a long Courſe of 
Wickedneſs, may arrive at ſuch an hardened 
State, as to be incapable ' of any virtuous 
Impreſſions; his Soul may be ſeared, as it 
were, With an hot Iron, and be fallen into 
ſuch a deep and fatal Lethargy, as nothing 
perhaps ſhall be able to awaken it, till it 
comes to feel the very Torments of the 
Damned. But no one, I believe, will 
think this to be a State of Happineſs. 

The truth is, if we confider a wicked 
Man with reſpect to this World only, ab- 
ſtractedly from what will be his Portion 
hereafter, we ſhall find that there are many 
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and great Evils to which he is expoſed, 
beſides the Torments of a guilty Conſcience. 
Are not Pains and Aches, Rottenneſs and 
Diſeaſes, the natural Effects of Luſt and In- 
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temperance ? Poverty and broken Fortunes, 


of Pride and Prodigality? Does not Paſſion, 
and Anger, and Revenge, frequently ex- 
poſe Men to miſchievous, and, many times, 
fatal Quarrels and Contentions? Robbery, 
Theft, and Murder, bring upon others a 
ſhameful and untimely End? How many 


Evils are there in the World, that are 


the immediate Effects of Men's Vices ! 


among you ſays St. James; come they not 


hence, even of your Luſts that war in your 


Members? And from the tame fatai Source 
are derived many of thoſe other Evils 


lam. iv. i. 


From whence come Wars and Fighting 


and Calamities that ſome Men labour un- 


der. If we trace them to their Original, 
we ſhall find them to be the natural Fruits 
of Men's Luſts and Paſſions, and to have 


proceeded from their covetous and ambi- 


tious Deſires, and the Gratification of their 


unruly Luſts and Appetites. And, in 
truth, how can it be otherwiſe, if we 


conſider, That the Curſe of the Lord is in Prov. rae 
thC3 3. 
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20 The Great Importance 
Prov. xii. the Houſe of the Wicked ; and that Evil 


21. 


purſueth Sinners? How can any Thing but 
Miſery attend him, who has provoked the 
anger of an Almighty God? 
1 Let us now conſider, what is the Lot 
; | and Portion of good Men in this World 
| 
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| 

| and whether the Practice of Virtue and 
14 Righteouſneſs is not the moſt likely Way a 
| þ Man can take to promote his preſent as 
08 well as future Happineſs, and to make his 
1 Pilgrimage here on Earth a State of toler- 
| able Eaſe and Comfort. 

10 Solomon had as much Experience of the 
| | Pleaſures of the World as ever Man had, 
| 

| 


happy as his Heart could well deviſe; 


i Ecelef, i. having kept nothing from his Eyes that they 
| 12 defired, nor wwith-held his Heart from any 


i the Account, he found this to be the Sum 
It! | of it, that all was Vanity and Vexation of 
| | Spirit, Accordingly, when he is inſtruc- 
14 ting his Son in the Ways of true Happi- 
5 Prov. iii, neſs, he adviſes him to get Wiſdom and 
. Underſtanding: for Wiſdom, ſays he, is the 
by principal Thing; therefore get Wiſdom ; and 
|| with all thy getting, get Underſtanding. And, 
as 


and tried as many Ways to make himſelf 


Joy; and yet, when he came to caſt up 


Of a RELICIOuSs LITE. 
as an Encouragement to do ſo, he tells 


” x 


him, that happy is the Man that findethProv. iii. 
IWiſdom, and the Man that getteth Under-*3» Oc. 


ſtanding : For the Merchandize of it is better 
than the Merchandize of Silver, and the 
Gain thereof than fine Gold. She 1s more 
precious than Rubies, and all the Things thou 
canſt deſire are not to be compared unto her, 
Length of Days is in her right Hand, and in 
her left Hand Riches and Honour. 
Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all her 
Paths are Peace. This Wiſdom and Un- 
derſtanding, which he recommends, as a 
Treaſure of ſo 
Wiſdom of this World ; (for that is Fooliſh» 
neſs with God, 1 Cor. iii. 19.) but it is 
the Wiſdom that cometh from above, which 
will make us wiſe unto Salvation : the 
Wiſdom of living in the Fear and Love 
of Gad, and in a ſtrit Obedience to his 


Her 


great Value, is not he 


Commandments. The Fear of the Lord, prov. ix. 


ſays he, is the Beginning of Wiſdom, and 10. 


the Knowledge of the Holy is Underſtanding. 


Or, as it is in Job, Behold the Fear of Jobxxxili. 


the Lord, that is Wiſdom; and to depart from** 


Evil is Underſtanding. | 
Here 
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Here then is the Excellency of Reli- 
gion, that it not only ſecures to us a Re- 
verſion of endleſs Happineſs, but makes 
our Lives at preſent eaſy and delightful : 
the very Ways of Religion are pleaſant, 
as well as the End. It is true, Vice has 
its preſent Pleaſures as well as Virtue: 
but then there 1s this Difference between 
them; the Pleaſures of Sin are weak, 
ſhort-lived, and only varniſhed over ; they 
begin and end almoſt in the ſame Mo- 
ment, and can never be purchaſed but 
at the Ex pence of much ſucceeding Trouble, 
Shame, and Self-condemnation, Whereas 
thoſe which reſult from a holy and re- 
ligious Life, are ſubſtantial, ſincere, ſteady 
and iecure: they leave no Diſguſt upon 
the Mind; no Loathings and Dillike ; are 
neither accompanied with Shame, nor fol- 
lowed with Remorſe or Sadneſs; thoſe 
bitter Allays to all ſinful Gratifications. 
« We may talk of Pleaſures and Enjoy- 
« ments, ſays a * Great Prelate of our 
« Church, but no Man ever truly found 
„ them, till he became acquainted with 
« God, and was made ſenſible of his 

* Archb. of York, in his Volume of Sermons, p. 501. 


Love, 
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Reli. “ Love, and Partaker of his Heavenly 
« Favours, and hved in an entire Friend- 


24 « ſhip and Communion with him.” No- 
tful: Neertainly; Religion is the only Happi- 
ſane, Nreſs of a rational Creature, the only Thing 


that can give us any true and real Satiſ- 


h.: 
b faction; all other Pleaſures are, at beſt, 


we: 


oP e find a Delight and Satisfaction, which 
ch. th is ſolid, ſubſtantial, and laſting ; a Delight 
M ig that grows and improves under Thought 


and Reflection. 


Bey Whenever (to uſe the Words of ano- 
N ther Excellent Perſon) „ an Action is good 


. re- 
eady 
upon 
are 
fol- 
hoſe 
ions. 


carries with it a Felicity flowing from, 
and eſſential to, the very Nature of it. 
Paternal, conjugal, filial Affection; are 
they not full of Delight? Juſtice, Friend- 
ſhip, Beneſicence, all the Offices of Hu- 
„manity, and the whole Train of Virtues; 
; does not the Exerciſe of them adminiſter 
193” ge the moſt fincere and laſting Joy? The 
auf , Propenſity there is in us towards them, 
ound J and the Satisfaction there is in the 


Vun doing of them, does, in Diſpoſitions 
his . 
, col, | 


Love, 


but ſhort and tranſitory : but in Religion 


* and virtuous, it is not only natural, but 
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© not debauched, lead almoſt irreſiſtibi gy 
* to the Practice of them: We have, wheu ta 
« we are about them, no boding, miſgiving tic 
Thoughts, no forbidding Whiſpers be 


© no ſecret Reluctancy: Comfort, Conf hi 
% placency of Mind, and a gratulating 6c 
« Conſcience, always accompany ſuch Ac C. 


« tions.” ſu 

What a perpetual Source of Joy and] as 
Comfort is a good Conſcience! It glad 5 
dens the Heart, chears and refreſhes thi fie 
Soul, and fills the Mind with a conſtan 
Serenity and chearfulneſs, which is inf 7 
nitely to be preferred before the noiſ 
Mirth of Fools and Madmen. He tha 7 
is poſſeſſed of this ineſtimable Jewel, hal 7, 
a Treaſure greater than all the Riches « 
the Indies: A Treaſure, which he alway 
carries about with him, and which nei 
ther the Malice of the Devil, nor th 
Wickedneſs of Men, can rob him © 
And ſo long as he retains this Fund 0 
Joy and Comfort (as he may always dc 


felf) he can never be truly miſerable. Fc 
as a good Conſcience gives a Reliſh to : 
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our outward Enjoyments, ſo it abates and 

takes off the Edge of the ſharpeſt Afflic- 

tions; and not only enables a Man to 

bear up under preſent Evils, but fortifies 

him againſt the Dread and Apprehen- 

fion of future ones. It arms him with 

Courage and Reſolution, and gives him 

ſuch a Firmneſs and Preſence of Mind, 

as makes him able to endure the greateſt 

Shock. Solomon obſerves, that the Wicked Prov. 

flee, when no Man purſueth ; but the Rigbte- 

ous are bold as a Lion. And the Holy 

Pſalmiſt tells us, that a good Man ſhall Pi. cxii. 7, 

not be afraid of any evit Tidings : for his 

Heart ftandeth faſt, and believeth in the 

Lord. The Lord, ſays he, is my Light Palm 

and my Salvation; whom then ſhall I fear? i. 1. 

The Lord is the Strength of my Life ; of 

whom ſhall I be afraid? Tea, though I PL xiii, 

walk through the Valley of the Shadow of © 

Death, I will fear no Evil; for thou art 

with me, thy Rod and thy Staff comfort 

me. What indeed ſhould He fear, whoſe 

Soul is anchored upon the Rock of Ages; Pf. exlvi. 

Who has the God of Jacob for bis Help; * 

whoſe Hope is in the Lord his God? He 
knows 
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knows that he is in the Hands of a moſt 
gracious and merciful Father, and is fully 
perſuaded that all Things ſhall work toge- 
ther for good to them — love him: He is 
Pf. xxxiii. aſſured, that the Eye of the Lord is upon 
7 1% them [that fear bim; upon them that hope 
in his Mercy; to deliver their Soul from 
Death, and to keep them alive in Famine, 
And therefore he can rejoice in God, 
even in the midſt of Trouble and Afﬀflic- 
tion, when he conſiders, that as his Af. 
flictions come from the Hands of a good 
and gracious Being, who does not willingly 
affiiet the Children of Men; ſo he knows 
that as the Time is ſhort, they can be of 
2 Cor. iv. no long Continuance, and that, if he makes 
a right Uſe of them, they will work for 
him a far more exceeding and eternal Weight 

of Glory. 
See then the Folly and Madneſs of 
Pf. Iii. 8. thoſe that take not God for their Strength ; 
but truſt to the Multitude of their Riches, 
and ſtrengthen themſelves in their Wicked: 
neſs, and think by theſe Means to be for- 
whied againſt the Evils of this Life !— 


Alas! There are numberleſs Calamities, , 


fron 
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from which Wealth and Power can never 
ſhelter us: and therefore when a Man lets 
go his Truſt in God, and takes Sanctuary 
in the Strength of his Wickedneſs, he will 
find himſelf miſerably miſtaken, when the 
Day of Adverſity comes upon him. The 
Weight of Sin, ſuperadded to that of tem- 
poral Evils, is a Burthen greater than any 
one is able to bear. It is certain, whatever 
the Great-ones of this World may think, 
that nothing can alleviate tne Force of 
Worldly Troubles, but a good Life. It is 
That, and That only, which is a ſufficient 
Counterpoiſe to balance the Weight of any 
great Affliction ; Nothing elſe is ſufficient 
to ſupport a Man in the Evil Days of 
bis Pilgrimage, and to ſuſtain his Spirit 
under the greater Calamities of this Life. 
All other Experiments, how promiſing 
ſoever, will be found vain and ineffectual. 
The Conſciouſneſs of having in ſome 


Meaſure lived holily and unblameably, 


will make a Man look up with a chear- 
ful Affurance to the great Supporter of 
his Being; enable him to ſee through 


the darkeſt Clouds of Sorrow and Afflic- 


C tion, 
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tion, and to behold with an Eye of Faith 
that heavenly Country to which he 1s tra- 
yelling, and where he hopes ſhertly to ar- 
rive. And this, though it will not wholly 
remove the Afflictions which God is ſome- 
times pleaſed, for wiſe and good Ends, to 
ſend upon ſome Men in this Life, nor make 
us inſenſible of the Trouble that attends 
them; yet it will mightily leſſen and ener- 
vate their Force, and enable us to bear 
up under them with Courage and even 
Chearfulneſs. For how ſtrong a Conſola- 
tion muſt it be for a good Man, under 
bodily Grief and Pains, to contemplate a 
State where there ſhall be 0 more Sorrow, 
no more Pain, and where all Tears ſhall be 
wiped for ever from his Eyes! Or, if he is 
under the Preflure of Want and extreme 
Neceſſity, how muſt it ſupport and re- 
lieve his ſinking Spirits to conſider, that he 
has a Father in Heaven, who ill never 
leave him, nor forſake him, however he may at 
preſent think fit to deprive him of outward 
Comforts! and that there is no Perſon in 
the World ſo great, ſo proſperous, or ſo 


happy, but that (having a little Patience) 


be himſelf ſhall be more ſo ! 
'The 
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The Sum of what J have ſaid upon this 
Head is ſo elegantly expreſſed by the Au- 
thor of a late Eſſay upon the Omnipre- 
ſence of God, that, I believe, I ſhall leave 
this Reflexion more ſtrongly upon my 
Reader's Mind, if I give him the Words 
of that unknown, but excellent, Perſon. 


[4 How happy” (ſays he, ſpeaking of the | 


Intercourſe there is betwixt God and the 


Souls of good Men), how happy is an in- 


* telleEtual Being, who, by Prayer and 
* Meditation, by Virtue and good Works, 
© opens this Communication between God 
© and his own Soul! Though [the whole 
© Creation frowns upon him, and all Nature 
© looks black about him, he has his Light 
and Support within him, that are able to 
© cheer his Mind, and bear him up in the 
* midſt of all thoſe Horrors which encom- 
* paſs him. He knows that his Helper is 
at hand, and is always nearer to him than 


any thing elſe can be, which is capable 


* of annoying or terrifying him. In the 


* midſt of Calumny or Contempt, he attends. 


* to that Being, who whiſpers better Things 
within his Soul, and whom he looks 


C 2 © upon 
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upon as his Defender, his Glory, and he 
« Lifter-up of his Head. In his deepeſt 
Solitude and Retirement, he knows that 
* he is in Company with the greateſt of 
£ Beings ; and perceives within himſelf ſuch 
© real Senſations of his Preſence, as are 
© more delightful than any Thing that can 
© he met with in the Converſation of his 
© Creatures, Even in the Hour of Death, 
£ he conſiders the Pains of his Diſſolution 
£ to be nothing elſe but the breaking down 
« of that Partition, which ſtands betwixt his 
£ Soul and the Sight of that Being, who is 
always preſent with him, and is about 
© to manifeſt itſelf to him in Fulneſs of 
Joy. | 
„If we would be thus happy* (to go 
on with the Words of this pious Author), 
and thus ſenſible of our Maker's Pre- 
« ſence, from the ſecret Eſſects of his 
Mercy and Goodneſs, we muſt keep 
„ ſuch a Watch over all our Thoughts, 
« that, in the Language of the Scripture, | 
« bis Soul may have Pleaſure in us; we, 
s muſt take care not to grieve his Holy 
Spirit, but endeavour to make the Me- 
* ditations 
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* ditations of our Hearts always acceptable 


in his Sight, that he may delight thus to 
* reſide and dwell in us. The Light of 
* Nature could dire& Seneca to this Doc- 
* trine, in a very remarkable Paſſage among 
© his Epiſtles ; ſacer ine/t in nobis Spiritus, 


* bonorum malorumque Cuſtos & Obſervatar; 


e quemadmodum nos illum tractamus, ita 
e jlle nos, There is a Holy Spirit re- 
* ſiding in us, who watches and obſerves 
© both good and evil Men, and will treat 


© us after the ſame manner that we treat 
him. But I ſhall conclude? (ſays he) this 


* Diſcourſe with thoſe more emphatical 
© Words in Divine Revelation: If any Man 
'* love me, he will keep my Word, and my Fa- 
ther will love him, and we will come unto 
Him, and make our Abode with him.“ 
I have thus far conſidered a good 
Life, Iirft, as it fills our Minds with 
Joy and Peace and Comfort, and de- 
livers us ftem thoſe uneaſy Reflections 
which haunt and torment the Sinner: 
And, Secondly, as it is a Means to ſecure 
us from thoſe Eviis, which are the im- 
mediate Effefts of Sin; and ſupports 
| C 3. | us 
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us under ſuch Afflictions, as it pleaſes God, 
many Times, to ſend upon good Men in 
this World. I ſhall now conſider it with 
reſpe& to ſome other Advantages it hath 
above that of a wicked Courſe of AQtions : 
and I hope it will fully appear, that there 
is nothing ſo likely to ſecure a Man's Hap- 
pineſs in this World, as a ſtrict Obſervance 

of the Precepts and Duties of Religion. 
St, Peter lays it down as an undoubted 
Truth, that whoſoever defires to live happi- 
3 Per. Wi Iy, muſt live holily. He that will love Life, 
ſays he, and ſee good Days, let him refrain 
tis Tongue from Evil, and his Lips that they 


ſpeak no Guile ; let bim eſchew Evil, and do 
Good. And the Reaſon that temporal Prof- | 


perity is ſo likely to be the Lot and Portion 
1 Pet. iii. of the Religious Man, is, becauſe the Eyes 
_— of the Lord are over the Righteous, and his 
Pf. xxiv. Ears are open. unto their Prayers; but the 
15 16. Face of the Lord is againſt them that do Evil. 
It is very evident, from the whole Tenor 
of the Scriptures, that the Providence of 
God does very much intereſt itſelf in the 
Care and Support of good Men in this 


World. O taſte and ſee, ſays the holy 
Plalmif, 
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 P/almi/t, how gracious the Lord is / Bliſed! Pſ-xxxiv,! 
is the Man that trufteth in him. O fear ye * 
the Lord, ye that are his Saints : for they 

that fear him lack nothing. The Lions do 

lack, and ſuffer Hunger; but they who ſeek 

the Lord ſhall want no manner of Thing that 

is good, How remarkable are the Words 

of the wiſe Son of Sirach to this Purpoſe! : 
Look at the Generations of old, fays he, did hs ul. ii. 
ever any tru/t in the Lord, and was con- 

founded ? or did any abide in his Fear, and 

was forſaken? or whom did he ever deſpiſe 

that called upon him? Add to this that 
Obſervation of holy David: I have bers fei. 
young, and now am old ; and yet ſaw I never © 
the Righteous forſaken, nor his Seed begging 

their Bread. On the contrary, I have Ver. 36, 
ſeen, ſays he, the Ungodly in great Power, 37. 

and flouriſhing like a green Bay-tree : 1 went 

by, and, lo ! he was gone; I ſought him, 

but his Place could no where be found. The 
Contemplation of God's watchful Provi- 

dence over good Men made the deyout 


Pſalmiſt reſolve and ſay, I will akvays give Pſ. xxxivs- 


Thanks unto the Lord; his Praiſe ſhall ever © 
be in my Mouth. 


C 4 It 


34 


PC. v. 13. 


be Great Importance 


Ir is certain, that God is a Being of infinite | 


Purity and Holineſs : and as he muſt there- 
fore hate Iniquity with the utmoſt Hatred ; 
fo there is no doubt, but a ſerious and con- 
ſcientious Obſervance of the Duties of Re- 
ligion will recommend a Man to his Favour 
and Protection. He that feeds the Foꝛols 
of the Air, and clothes the Graſs of the Field, 
and is of a Nature ſo diffuſively bountiful, 
as to make bis Sun 10 riſe on the Evil, as well 
as on the Good, and ſends his Rain both on 
the Juſt and Unjuſt, will undoubtedly in a 
more peculiar manner bleſs the Labours 
of an honeſt and induſtrious man, and proe 
vide for thoſe that fear him, and keep his 
commandments. I would not be under- 
ſtood to ſay, that never any wicked Man 
hath proſpered, nor any good Man been 
unſucceſsful in this World: for it pleaſes 
God many Times, for wiſe and good Ends, 
to ſuffer the Righteous to fall into great 
Perplexities and Diſtreſſes. However, ſince 
the Scriptures aſſure us, that be Lord 
will bleſs the Righteous, and compaſs him 


Pf. cx. 3. i Favour as with a Shield; that Wealth 


and 
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and Riches ſhall be in the Houſe of him that 
feareth the Lord, and delighteth in his Com- Pl. cxii, 14. 
mandments; that Bleſſings ſhall be upon his Prov. x. 6. 
Head; that the Houſe of the Righteous: ſhall xii. 7.. 
and, and the Tabernacle of the Uprightxiv., 11. 
ſhall flouriſh ; that it ſhall be well with themEccleſ.viiig. 
that fear God; and, in ſhort, that Godli-***" 
neſs has the Promiſe of the Life that now is, 1 — 1 
as well as of that which is to come; I thinks 
we may certainly conclude, that a ſtrict 
Obſervance of the Duties of the Chriſtian 
Religion is the moſt likely Way a Man can 
take to thrive and proſper in the World, 
and to make his Life comfortable and 
happy. . 

And of this Truth we may be convinced) 
not only from the Teſtimony of Scripture, 
but from the Reaſon and Nature of Things, 

For, let any one confider and tell me, whe- 
ther he that is juſt and true in all his Deal-- 
ings, honeſt and ſincere in all his Profeſ. 
ſions, and faithful to his Word and Pro- 
mifes ; that is diligent and induſtrious in 
his Calling; who makes it his conſtant Rule 
to do to all Men as he would they ſhonld do 
to him; and is fo far from endeavouring to 
C5; over- 


36 


The Great Importance 


 over-reach and defraud his Neighbour, that 


He chooſes rather to forego the greateſt 
Gain, than purchaſe it at the Expence of 
the leaſt Injuſtice : I ſay, let any one tell 
me, whether it is not much more proba- 
ble, that ſuch an one ſhould enlarge his 
Fortune in the World, than he that ads 
the very reverſe of all this; that practiſes 
all the Arts of Cheating and Lying, of 
Over-reaching and Circumvention, and 
ſtoops to every Thing, how baſe and diſ- 
honeſt ſoever, which he thinks will turn to 
his preſent Profit; that conſiders not ſo 
much how honeſt and upright his Actions 
are, as how profitable ; and cares not what 
his Neighbour ſuffers by his Injuſtice, if he 
himſelf does but get by it? Such an one, 
when he comes to be known (as he will 
not be able long to conceal himſelf ), will 
certainly loſe his Credit and Reputation ; 
he will become hated and deſpiſed, and 
every one will be afraid to have any 
Dealings with him. On the other 
hand, the honeſt and upright Man (be- 
ſides the Bleſſing of God, which he can- 
not fail of) will be ſure to meet with 

4 the 
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the Love and Efteem of all that know him: 
he will have few, if any, Enemies; but 
many Friends, and thoſe ſome of the wiſeſt 
and beſt of Men, who will be always ready 
to help and aſſiſt him, and be glad of every 


opportunity of promutmy his intereſt and 


Happineſs. 


2. Another great Bleſſing of Life, and 


what gives a Reliſh to all other Enjoyments, 


is Health. And who is more likely to obtain 
this Bleſſing than the Religious Man? for 


will not Temperance, Sobriety, and Virtue 
(Duties which he practiſes), conduce more 
to a ſound and vigorous Conſtitution of 


Body, than Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, 


Luſt, and Intemperance ; the miſchievous 
Effects of which are too viſible to be de- 


nied? Who hath Woe? (ſaid Solomon) tohoProre 
hath Sorrow ? who hath Contentions? obo. : wy wor 


hath Babling? who hath Wounds without- 


Cauſe ? who hath Redneſs of Eyes? They 
that tarry long at the Nine, they that go to 


ſeek mixed Wine, What Sickneſs and Diſcaſes 
have ſome brought upon themſelves, merely- 


by their Exceſſes and Debaucheries! Dif- 


caſes, which have not terminated with their 
C 6- Own 
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own Lives, but have been entailed upon 


their unhappy Poſterity ! And how can it 


be otherwiſe, unleſs it ſhould pleaſe God to 
change the Nature of Things ? for, if Men 
will run into thoſe Excefſes which inflame 
and corrupt their Blood, it is no Wonder 


| if a Fever, or Dropſy, or ſome more fatal 


Diſtemper, proceed from ſuch Diſorders. 
And when a vicious or debauched Parent 
has brought Rottenneſs into his own Bones, 
though the Children may be free from the 
Vices of their Father, yet they frequently 


Feel all their Lives the miſchievous Effects 


of his Tranſgreſſions. 

3. Again: a chearful and contented Mind 
is another great Bleſſing of Life; for, 
without it, nothing in this World can make 
us happy» And by what means ſhall a Man, 
obtain this, but by the Practice of Reli- 
gion? That will teach him to reſign his Will 
to God, to ſubmit to all the Diſpenſations 
of his Providence, and to be patient and 
eaſy, chearful, and ſatisfied, under every 
Diſappointment and Trouble he meets 
with; as knowing that God is the ſove- 


reign Diſpoſer of all Things; a Being of 


infinite Goodneſs, Kindneſs, and Love; 
that 
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l that does not willingly affiift the Children of 
l Men, but makes every Thing work together 
) for good to them that love him. And how 
n quiet, eaſy, and contented, muſt ſuch a 
e Man be under all Events! He has learned, 
r with St. Paul, how to abound, and bow 
| JN 7o cant; and as he is not puffed up with 
ö. the one, ſo neither is he caſt down when 
t it pleaſes God to ſend the other; but goes 
„ through the World with a chearful, even, 
e and contented Mind, undiſturbed: by that 
y | TInquietude, Impatience, and Diſcontent, 
ts from which a proud, envious, and ambiti- 
ous, Man is ſeldom, if ever, free. 
1d 4. Peace is another great Bleſling,. 
r, | highly conducive to the Happineſs of 
ie Life: and to this the religious Man has: 
in the juſteſt Claim. He conſiders, that, if John ir 
li- God ſo loved us, as to ſend his Son to be the 10, 11. 
ill | Propitiation. for our Sins, we ought. alſo to 
ns | love one another; and therefore he is an 
ad Enemy to no- Man, but kind and good- 
ry natured, and obliging to all; and, if any 
ets one is ſo unreaſonable as to reward him 
re- Evil for Good, (as the P/almift. complains 
of || ſome had done to himſelf ;). yet, in Imita- 
e; | tion of his Bleſſed Saviour, whoſe _ : 
nat ne | 
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he continually ſets before him, he does 
Good to them that hate him, and prays for 
them that deſpitefully uſe him, and perſecute 
him. When he is reviled, he reviles not 
again; when he ſuffers, he threatens not, 
but committeth himſelf to him that judgeth 
righteou/ly. He reſolves, as St. Paul ad- 


u, viſes, to put away all Bitterneſs, and 


Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, and Evil. 
ſpeaking, with all Malice; and endea- 
yours to attain that Wiſdom which is 
from above, which is firſs pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, 
Full of Mercy and good Fruits, And this 
Principle of Love, and Charity, and 
Good-will to Mankind, as it renders the 
Mind quiet and eaſy, calm and compo- 
ſed; ſo it makes a Man not only happy 
himſelf, but a Bleſſing and Comfort to 


all about him; and conſequently attracts 


the Love, and Efteem, and Admiration, 


of all thoſe that ſee and feel the kind and 
benign Inffuences of ſo divine a Temper. 


Great Peace, ſays the Pjalmiſt, have they 
which love thy Law, and nothing ſhall of- 


fend them. And the Prophet affures us, 


That the Work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be 


Peace ; 


Of a RELtiGious Lip I. 
Peace; and the Effect of Righteouſneſs, Quiet- 
neſs and Aſſurance for ever. 


But now, on the other hand, the Life 
of an angry and revengeful Man is all 


4t 


over Storm and Tempeſt: he is lite alf. vi. 


troubled Sea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe ** 


Waters caſt up Mire and Dirt. He is a 
Stranger to Peace, and all the bleſſed 


Fruits and Effects of it; for where En- James iii. 


vying and Strife is, there is Confuſion and 


every evil Work, His Mind is continually 
reſtleſs and uneaſy, agitated to and fro 
with the violent Force of unruly Paſſions, 
which lead him on from one Evil to ano- 
ther, and frequently-hurry him into thoſe 
that are of a very miſchieyous Conſe- 
quence, What Miſery and Torment muſt 
a Man feel, who is poſſeſſed with a 
Spirit ſo directly contrary to that of the 
Goſpel! how little can he taſte of the 
true Happineſs of Life, whoſe Mind is. 
always diſordered, and out of Tune! He 
may perhaps poſe/s a great deal of the 
World, but can enjoy very little of it: 
for what Comfort can he find from any 
Thing in this World, who has no Peace 
in his own Mind; who is at Enmity with 

| himſelf, 
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himſelf, and with almoſt every one elſe, 
and is capable of being, put out of 
Humour by. every trifling, croſs,, Acci- 
dent & Is it poſſible for a Man of ſuch 
a Temper to be happy, even in the midſt 
of the greateſt Proſperity ? No certainly; 
it is the meck-ſpirited, that our Saviour 


Mart. v. p. hath pronounced Bleſſed; they ſhall inherit 


the Earth, and be refreſhed, as the Pſalmi/t 
ſpeaks, in the Multitude of Peace, and ſhall 
find a real Comfort in whatever they pof- 
ſeſs; which, though it ſhould happen to 
be but little, yet,. being enjoyed in Peace 
and Quiet, and with a contented Mind, 
will undoubtedly yield them a much greater 
and truer Satisfaction, than a Man of a 
contrary Diſpoſition can reap from large 
Poſſeſſions and ample Revenues. 

5. I ſhall mention but one Advantage 
more which a. good Man has above a 


wicked one as to this World; and that 


is in refpe& of dutiful and obedient Chil- 
dren: which is allowed by all to be a great 


Bleſſing in itſelf, and is what, I think, the 


former has much more Reaſon to ex- 


ect and hope for, than the latter. For, 


if 
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if it pleaſes God to bleſs a good Man 
with Children, he begins very early to 
inſtill into their tender Minds the Prin- 
ciples of Virtue and Religion; he teaches 
them to remember their Creator in the Days 
of their Touth; and brings them up in the 
Fear and Admonition of the Lord, He 
ſets before them, in his own Conduct, the 
Example of a holy and religious Life; 
and endeavours to wean them from the 
Pride and Vanity of the World, and from 
thoſe hurtful Luſts and Paſſions, which tend 
only to make them miſerable both here 
and hereafter. He inſtrufts them in that 
Knowledge which is uſeful and profitable, 
which will give them a right Underſtand- 
ing of themſelves and. of their Duty, and 
make them wiſe unto Salvation: and, when 
the Grace of God co-operates with theſe 
Endeavours (as it will not fail to do), 
what comfortable Hopes may not ſuch a 
Parent entertain of reaping the happy 
Fruits of all his Labours! Inſtead of 
looking upon his Children with Grief 
and Trouble, and having his grey Hairs, 
by their Means, brought down with Sor- 
row. to the Grave; how much rather 

may 
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may he expect to behold them with Plea- 
ſure and Delight, when he ſees them as 
ſo many Olive-branches round about bis 
Table, fruitful in every good Work, and 
creaſing in the Knowledge and Love of 
God? 3 
There is no Perſon, I believe, but will 
allow, that this is the moſt likely Way a 
Man can take to be happy in his Chil- 
dren: and though it ſhould not prove 
effectual, (for Succeſs is not in our own 
Power); yet of this he may be aſſured, 
that his pious and ſincere Endeayours to 
train up his Children in a ſober, honeſt, 
and religious Courſe of Life, will cer- 
tainly recommend him to the Favour 
and Love of God; as is manifeſt from 
the great Regard God expreſſed for Abra- 


Den gin. bam on this very Account. And the 
1,19. „ ſaid, ſhall I hide from Abraham 


that thing which I do; ſeeing that Abraham 
ſhall ſurely become a great and mighty 
Nation, and all the Nations of the Earth 
ſhall be bleſſed in him? For I know him, 
that he will command his Children and his 


. Houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep the 


Way of the Lord, to do Juſtice and Judg- 
ment ; 
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ment; that the Lord may bring upon Abra- 
ham that which he hath ſpoken of him. 

This is a great Encouragement to Pa- 
rents, to be very careful in the Education 
of their Children: they are making Pro- 
viſion for their own Happineſs, at the 
ſame Time that they are endeavouring 
to ſecure that of their Children. And, 
ſhould they be diſappointed in theſe their 
pions Endeavours, they are laying up in 
Store a good Foundation of Comfort, to 
themſelves at leaſt, againſt the Day of 
Trouble; I mean, if it ſhould pleaſe 
God, that they ſhould live to ſee their 
Children wicked and miſerable, not- 
withſtanding all the Means they have 
uſed to make them otherwiſe. For 
they - will then have the Comfort to 
conſider that they are clear from the 
Guilt of their Children's Sins; and will 
be free from thoſe bitter Reflections that 
a wicked Man muſt make, who ſees his 
Children ruined and undone by thoſe 
Vices and Follies which his Example 
hath taught them, or his Careleſſneſs 
and Neglect ſuffered them to fall into. 
Bitter Reflection, I ſay, they muſt un- 

doubtedly 


8, | farely die, and thou giveſt him not Warn- 
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doubtedly be, that ſuch a Parent willlent, 
make, when he conſiders, that he has hit Life,: 
Children's Sins, as well as his own, tolappi 
account for; and applies to himſelf (a hargir 
he juſtly may) thofe dreadful Words 


re, at 
which God ſpake to the Prophet Ezekiel: bo of 
 Ezek. iii. When I ſay unto the Wicked, thou ſbal Hon 


e Ho 
ion a 
aſk! 
onde} 
e Pre 


ing, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the Wicked fro 
his wicked Way, to ſave his Life; the ſan 
wicked Man ſhall die in his IJiiquity; but 
bis Blood will I require at thy Hands. 0 
terrible Words of moſt juſt judgment! 


e gre: 
How dreadful muſt they ſound in the Ears 11 
of a wicked Parent, whoſe Children have ly, a 
periſhed through his Fault! irably 
I have now conſidered ſome of tho -perſt 
Duties to which Religion obliges us, and. ou 
endeavoured to ſhew how conducive theſſbon E- 
are to our temporal Happineſs: b But, 
which, I hope, it ſufficiently appears, hoy 


much good Men have the Advantage of 
the Wicked even as to this World 
And here I cannot but take Notice off 
the wonderful Love of God to Man 


Kind, who, in order to encourage our Obe Glory 
dience to his Laws, has annexed a pre- 
ſent, 
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willYent, as well as future, Reward to a good 
biz ife, and has ſo interwoven our Duty and 
, toYappineſs together, that, while we are diſ- 
(Atharging our Obligations to the one, we 
orca te, at the ſame Time, making Proviſion for 
kiel Ye other 
2 How much then do they derogate from 
Anne Honour of God, who repreſent Reli- 
from; n as an unprofitable and unpleafant 
Jana! when it is plain to any Man, that 
bulonſiders Things rightly, and is not under 
Oe Prejudice of his Luſts and Paſſions, that 
ente great Deſign of Religion is to make us 
Happy here, as well as hereafter. Accord. 
have@1y, all its Rules and Precepts are ſo ad- 
irably ſuited to this End, that, would Men 
OE: perſuaded to live in the Practice of them, 
| 2008: ſhould find this World a kind of Heaven 
the don Earth. | 
But, had the Practice of our Duty been 
howſer ſo irkſome and uneaſy, and had no- 
ge Olfing but Trouble and Miſery been the 
'orldor of good Men in this World; yet, when 
ce ole conſider, that this Life will ſhortly have 
Man- End, and that there is an eternal Weight 
Obe. Cory reſerved in Heaven for thoſe that 
pre- truly 
ſent, 
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doubtedly be, that ſuch a Parent will 
make, when he confiders, that he has his 
| Children's Sins, as well as his own, to 
account for; and applies to himſelf (a 
he juſtly may) thoſe dreadful Word: 
which God ſpake to the Prophet Exzetzel: 


* iii. When I ſay unto the Wicked, thou ſhalt 
18, 
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Happin 
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| | How 
furely die, and thou giveſt him not Warn. he Ho! 


ing, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the Wicked from, as 
his wicked Way, to ſave his Life; the ſanth,q. 1 , 
wicked Man ſhall die in his Iugquity; buſflonſider 
bis Blood will I require at thy Hands. Q 
terrible Words of moſt juſt judgment! 
How dreadful muſt they ſound in the Ears 
| of a wicked Parent, whoſe Children have 
periſhed through his Fault! 

| I have now conſidered ſome of thoft 
Duties to which Religion obliges us, and 
| endeavoured to ſhew how conducive theyſſh,n Ea 
are to our temporal Happineſs : by But, 
which, I hope, it ſufficiently appears, howſher ſo 
"i much good Men have the Advantage offfing b. 
the Wicked even as to this World. ot of g 
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And here I cannot but take Notice offfe conſi 
j the wonderful Love of God to Man- End, 
Kind, who, in order to encourage our Obe · ¶ Glory 
dience to his Laws, has annexed a pre- 

ſent, 
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lent, as well as future, Reward to a good 
Ws ife, and has fo interwoven our Duty and 
toFHappineſs together, that, while we are diſ- 
(aſharging our Obligations to the one, we 
rd re, at the ſame Time, making Proviſion for 
zelne other 
all How much then do they derogate from 
"She Honour of God, who repreſent Reli- 
on ion as an unprofitable and unpleafant 
ea! when it is plain to any Man, that 
bulonnders Things rightly, and is not under 
e Prejudice of his Luſts and Paſſions, that 
e great Deſign of Religion is to make us 
an appy here, as well as hereafter. Accord- 
avehgly, all its Rules and Precepts are ſo ad- 
irably ſuited to this End, that, would Men 
lol) þ perſuaded to live in the Practice of them, 
andF. ſhould find this World a kind of Heaven 
heyflpon Earth. 

bY But, had the Practice of our Duty been 
howſker ſo irkſome and uneaſy, and had no- 
e of ing but Trouble and Miſery been the 
ld. ot of good Men in this World; yet, when 
e olffe conſider, that this Life will ſhortly have 
Han- End, and that there is an eternal Weight 
be · ¶ Glory reſerved in Heaven for thoſe that 
pre- truly 
(ent, 


nt! 
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truly love and ſerve God; what wiſe Man 
would not prefer the rugged Paths of Virtue I 
and Religion, which he knows will ſhortly 
lead him into an Eternity of Bliſs and Hap. 
pineſs, before the Ways of Sin and Wick- 
edneſs (how pleaſant ſoever he might -find 0 * 
them), where he is in Danger every Mo- 
ment of falling into the Pit of Deſtruction, 4 
and which, he is ſure, will, in a little Time, q 
bring him into a Place of endleſs Miſery and 
Torment. and ha 
But, ſince 2 is nothing in Religion Nand a 
but what tends to make our Lives eaſy, Ithe ot 
chearful, and contented; nothing but what Ia right 
is ſuitable to our Natures, and agreeable to well as 
the Dictates of right Reaſon ; nothing but 
what will ennoble our Minds, enlarge our 
Underſtandings, and inſpire us with a gene · Ide p.., 
rous Principle of univerſal Love, and Cha- andin 
rity, and Good-will, to Mankind; in ſhort, ſh, the 
fince the Commands of God are not grievous, ut ma 
but his Toke is eaſy, and his burthen light ; it 
manifeſtly follows, that, as a good Life is 
the higheſt Wiſdom, ſo a wicked one is the ſgyge, 
Extremity of Folly and Madneſs. 


A PRAYER. Pliſery 
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ind ER < MOST gracious God! who, 
lo- 4 O #4 out of thy great Love and 
on, Nt. ay tender Regard for Mankind, 
q — haſt ſet before us Life and 
ind Death, Bleſſing and Curſing; 
and haſt endued us with a Freedom of Will, 
ion and a Liberty to chooſe the one, and avoid 
iy, che other; and, to encourage us to make 
hat Ia right Choice, haſt annexed a preſent as 
to well as future Reward to our Obedience to 
but Fthy Laws, and made the Ways of Religion 
Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all its Paths to 
be Peace : O give me Wiſdom and Under- 
ſtanding, that I may not be carried away 
by the deceitful Pleaſures of this World; 
but may ſee, and know, and chooſe, the 
hings which make for my Peace, and 
herein my true and only Happineſs doth 
onſiſt. | 
Convince me more and more, that Sin is 
the greateſt of all Evils; that Guilt and 
Mifery are always inſeparable; and that 
there 
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there is no ſolid and ſubſtantial Happineſs to 
be attained in this Life, but what reſults 
from the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 
and the Hopes of thy Favour and Accep- 
tance: and grant that theſe momentous 


Truths may be ſo deeply impreſſed upon my 


Mind, that I may make it the ſincere En- 


deavour of my whole Life to pleafe and 


obey Thee, who art my ſovereign Good 
and Happineſs; the only ſure Foundation 
of all my Hopes both here and hereafter; 
and in Compariſon of whoſe Favour all the 
Honours, Riches, and Enjoyments, of this 
World, are as nothing, 

Deliver me, I beſeech Thee, from the 
Shame and Anguiſh, the Horror and Confu- 
ſion of a guilty Conſcience; and give me 


that Comfort and Complacency of Mind, 


which ariſes from the Conſciouſneſs of hay 
ing been faithful in thy Service, and obedient 
to thy Will. And, fince thou haſt been gra 
ciouſly pleaſed to make thy Service the moſ 
perfect Freedom, and the Practice of ou 
Duty ſo conducive to our preſent as we 
as future Well- being; O make me ſtead 


faſt and immoveable in the Ways of th 
| 3 Lay 


Laws, and in the Works of thy Command- | | 
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ments; that, having faitbfully ſerved Thee 
in this Life, I may at laſt be found meet to 
be a Partaker of the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light, through the ſole Merits 
and Interceſhon of our Eternal Advocate 
and Mediatpr, Jeſus Chriſt, Amen! 
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CHAP. II 


* N N the foregoing Chapter I have 
I endeavoured to ſhew, that Re- 
. ligion is the only ſolid Foun- 


s M dation of Happineſs. in this 
World; the only Thing that can make us 


"A 


paſs the Time of our Pilgrimage here on 


Earth with any tolerable Eaſe and Com- 
fort, I ſhall now proceed, in the next 
Place, to conſider the great Advantage of 
a good Life, from the comfortable ProſpeR 
it gives us when we come to die. 

And 
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And this is an Advantage peculiar to 
Virtue and Religion; and to which a Life 
of Sin and Wickedneſs never pretended. 
The moſt which That promiſes its Vota- 
ries, is to regale their Senſes for a little 
while: it gives them no Hopes beyond the 
Grave; nor aims at any Thing further than | 
a ſhort-lived Happineſs. When a wicked Prov. xi. 
Man dieth, his Expectation ſhall periſh. - 

For what is the Hope of the Hypacrite, Job-xxvii. 
though he hath gained all that this World“ 
can give him, when God taketh away his 
Soul? All his Enjoyments are then at an 
End; and thoſe Schemes, upon which he 
has built his Happineſs, will vaniſh and 
come to nothing. But with a good Man 
it is far otherwiſe, He looks beyond this 
preſent Life, and beholds with an Eye 
of Faith the heavenly Jeruſalem, the City 
ef the living God; that Place of endleſs 
Bliſs and Happineſs, which God has pre- 
pared for them that love him. In the 
Hopes and Expettations of this Happineb, 
he conſiders himſelf as a Pilzrim and 
Stranger upon Larth, and is daily endea- 
rouring, through the Aſſiſtance of God's 
Holy Spirit, by a Life of Virtue and 
D 2 Righte- 


Pb xix. 


* Heavent; and is aſſured with Fob, that bij 8 hea 
"Redeemer liveth, and that be ſhall land at} 5 
the latter Day upon the Earth; and that | Gals 
though his Body be deſtroyed, yet in his Fleſh . 
he /hall ſee God, whom he ſhall ſee for him. l 


{el 
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ſelf, 
Righteouſneſs, to become meet to be a 


anot! 


Partaker of the Inheritance of the Saints * 
in Light. then 

It muſt indeed be owned, that Death is doing 
the great King of Terrors; that the Diſlo. 50 


lution of Soul and Body, and the Thoughts tions 
of becoming a Prey to the devouring ſ fortit 
Worms, carries in it ſomething very ſhock- give 
ing to Human Nature: Yet to a good Man, I eren 
Death appears in a quite different View. 1: 
He conſiders, that to leave this World is It 

only to quit a Place of Trouble and Vexa-· à Fi 
tion, of Vanity and Emptineſs: it is to leave Thou; 
a barren and dry Wilderneſs, where xo Water $h2d 
is, for the delightful Regions of Bliſs thou 

and Happineſs, where are Rivers of Plea: comfe 
ſure, and a never-ceafing Spring of end: tion, 

leſs Comfort, which will ſatisfy the moſt ſays 


wnging Defires of the Soul. He: conf my 8 


ders, that though this earthly Tabernacle i aback 
diſſolved, yet he has a Building of God, iff %% 
Houfe not made with Hands, * in the Po J 
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ſelf, and his Eyes ſhall behold, and not 
another's. 

This is what Religion promiſes to 
them, wwho, by patient Continuance in well 
doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and Im- 
mortality. It is the Hopes and Expetta- 
tions of this unſpeakable Happineſs that 
fortify the Mind of a good Chriſtian, and 
give him a Courage and Reſolution, which 
eren Death itſelf ſhall not be able to 
ſhake. 

It was this that gave holy David ſuch 
a Firmneſs of Mind as made bim ſay, 


Though I walk through the Valley of ibe pl. xxiii, 


Shadow of Death, I will fear no Evil; fur* 
thou art with me, thy Rod and thy Staff 
comfort me. He had made God his Por- 


tion, his Hope, and his Truſt : The Lord, -xviii. i. 


ſays he, is my ſtony Rock, and my Defence, 
my Saviour, my God, and my Might, in 
whom I twill truſt, my Buckler, the Horn 
% of mv Salvation. And thongh we 
find him ſometimes complaining, that the 
Sorroꝛus of Death had compaſſed him, and 
the Overflowings of Ungodlineſs made him 
afraid ; that the Pains of Hell came about 
him, and the Snares of Death overtook bim; 
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yet the great Confidence he had in the 


| Goodneſs and Love of God, and the firm 


Plalm 


XXVII. 15. 


Belief of a better Life after this, over- 
came all his Fears. I had fainted, ſays 
he, but that I werily believe to ſee the Good. 
neſs of the Lord in the Land of the Liv- 
ing. 

Religion has been the Support of good 
Men in all Ages. Ir is certain, whoever 
leans upon any Thing elſe will find that 
he truſts to a broken Reed, which will 
bend under him. There is nothing (as l 
have obſerved in the former Chapter) 
but the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 
and the Hopes of the Favour and Love 
of God, that is able to bear a Man up 
under the Weight and Preſſure of any great 
Calamity. Much leſs will any Thing elſe 
be ſufficient at the Hour of Death : for 
then we ſhall be ſtript of all the Pleaſures 
and Enjoyments of this World, of all 
thoſe Things in Vhich wo are now apt to 
place ſo great a Confidence; and, unlels 


we are fortified with the Shield of Faith, 


and the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs, un- 
leſs we have put on the Lord Jeſus, and 
are cloathed with the Robes of his Righte- 
ouſneſs, 


Hour 
ſpent 
Reme 
how 
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ouſneſs, we ſhall be left naked and de- 
fenceleſs, to encounter Death with all its. 
Terrors. The Sinner, how much ſoever he a | 
may now tru/t in the Multitude of his Riches, 18 
and fireng gthen himſelf in his Wickedneſs, muſt 

then give up all his Dependencies, and de- 

ſcend into the Regions of Darkneſs, not 

only without Hope, but {what is yet more 
terrible) with dreadful Expectations. OE 

what infinite Moment then is it to us all, 

ſo to live, that when the Time appointed. 
for our great Change ſhall came, we may 

meet Death without Fear and Aſtoniſh- 

ment! and, with an humble Confidence,, 

may look up to God, in an aſſured Hope 

of his Merey in Chriſt Jeſus ! 

A good Life is indeed the ſure Pledge of 

a happy Death. As it fills our Minds with: 
Joy and Satisfaction while we live, far 
ſurpaſſing all the Pleaſures of ſenſual En- 
joyments ; ſo, when we come to die, it 

gives us that Peace of God which paſſeth 
all Underſtanding. When a Man, in his laſt 

Hour, can look. back upon a Life well 
ſpent, and can ſay, with King Hezetiah,,. 
Remember now, O Lord, I beſeech thee, Laiah 
how I have walked before thee in Truth 3 
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and with a perfet Heart, and have done 
that which is good in thy Sight; what an 
unſpeakable Satisfaction muſt ir be to him! 
how mild and calm will Death then ap- 
pear! and with how little Concern will he 
receive its Summons! with what Chear- 
fulneſs will he then take leave of this 
World, and all that was dear to him in it! 
And how contentedly will he quit his 
earthly Tabernacle, when he conſiders, that 
he is to exchange it for a Building of God, a 
Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the 
Heavens! 1 ſay, what an unſpeakable 
Comfort muſt it be to a dying Man, when 
he is entering into the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death, ro haye before him a bright 
Proſpect of Life and Glory; to find the 
Light of God's Conntenance ſhining upon 
his Mind, and the Comforts of his Holy 
Spirit chearing and refreſhing his Soul ; 
to be able to look up to God with a filial 
Congdence, and, with a Hope full of Glory 
and Immortality, to reſign his Soul into 
the Hands of his Maker ; not doubting, 
but his heavenly Father, whom he has 
faithfully ſerved in this World, will take 
Care of him, and reward him in the next; 


and 


Of @ RExtrciovs 15 3 5 IS. 59 


and that the ſame infinite Power and Good- 
neſs, that has carried him ſafe through this 
Vale of Tears and Miſery, will condu@ him 
in his Paſſage to a bleſſed Eternity! O, 
how far more happy muſt the Death of 
ſuch an one be, than the moſt envied State 
of the greateſt Mortal! Who would not 
wiſh to die the Death of the Righteous, and 
that his laſt End may be kke his! El 
pecially, 

If we confider, in the next Place, the 
miſerable Condition of a wicked Man, when 
Death approaches. But how ſhall I deſcribe 
the Agonies and Convulſions of Mind, that 
a deſpairing Sinner labours under in his laſt 
Hour! Who can expreſs the thouſandth 
Part of the Anguiſh and Torment that He 
feels, who is under the Terrors of Death 
and Damnation! The Spirit of a Man, ſays prov. 
Solomon, will ſuſtain his Infirmity ; but àaxviii. 14. 
wounded Spirit who-can bear? The moſt ex- 
quiſite Pains and Torments of the Body are 
nothing, comparable to what a dying Sin- 
ner feels from the Stings of his guilty Con- 
ſcience. With what Shame and Confuſion 
does he then look back upon the Actions of 
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his paſt Life! how does he tremble, and ſtand 
confounded, at the Sight of thoſe Sins which 
were once the darling Objects of his guilty 
Deſires! and what an horrible Dread over- 
whelms his Mind, when he conſiders that 
he is entering upon that unchangeable State, 
from which he knows there is no Redemp- 
tion! that he is going to give an Account 
of a Life, which he cannot think upon 
without Horror and Amazement, and for 
which he is juſtly afraid he ſhall, in a few 
Moments, be conſigned to endleſs Miſery 
and Torments! How does he condemn 


himſelf, when he confiders that he has 


ſpent that Time inſignificantly and wicked- 
ly, which was given him for noble and ex- 
cellent Purpoſes ; that he has neglected the 
great and important Work of his Salvation, 
and been dcaf to all the Calls and Invita- 
tions of God's Holy Spirit ; that, inſtead of 
laying up in Store a good Foundation of 
Hope and Comfort againſt the Day of 
Trouble, which is now come upon him, he 
has heaped -up to himſelf a dreadful Load 
of ' Guilt, which is ready to fink him with 


its intolerable Weight: 
O wretched 
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O wretched Man! what would'ſt thou 
give, were it in thy Power, to recall thoſe 
precious Moments which thou haſt laviſhed 
away in Sin and Vanity 1 How doſt thow 
wiſh, that thou had known in Time the 
Things that belong to thy Peace! But, alas! 
they are now hid from thine Eyes; and no- 
thing 1s left, but Darkneſs and Deſpair. 

But let us ſuppoſe the Life of a dying; 
Perſon not to have been ſo flagrant and vi- 
cious as to fill his Mind with ſuch black. 
and deſpairing Thoughts: Vet, if, upon 
the Review of it in his laſt Hour, he finds: 
in it ſuch a Mixture of Good: and Evil,. 
that he is in great Doubts and Perplexities 
concerning his eternal Welfare, how fad' 
and diſconſolate muſt his Condition evem 


then be! and what a. dreadful Concern: 


will he labour under, when. he conſiders 
that he is leaving this World, and going 
he knows not whitherz that he is juſt 
launching out into the boundleſs Ocean. of 
Eternity; and knows not but, the Moment 
he does ſo, he may fink into the terrible 
Abyſs of endleſs Miſery and. Torment! 
It is, without all Queſtion,, a. moſt uncom 
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fortable Thing to be doubtful of a Matter, 


of which it ſo nearly concerns us to have 


fome reaſonable Aſſurance. 

O that Men would be perſuaded ſeri- 
ouſly to think on theſe Things ! that they 
would be wiſe, and conſider their latter 


Krit. 29. Fad! and, as the Pſalmift adviſes, would 
Pſ.xxxvii, keep Innocency, and take beed to the Thing 


that is right for that, and that only, hal 
bring a Man Peace at the laſt. And who 
is there ſo ſtupid, that would not wiſh for 
fo invaluable a Bleſſing? What wife Man 
would not rather ſubmit to the worſt that 
could befall him here in a /hort Life, than 
run the leaſt Riſque of going out of this 
World under the Terrors of a guilty Con- 
ſcience? It is (whatever thoſe, who are 
carried away by their Luſts and Paſſions, 
may think to the contrary), it is the ut- 
moſt Wiſdom of Man to prepare for his 
latter End, by conducting himſelf accord- 
ing to the Will of his great Creator: for 
it is certain, however ſome may flatter 
themſelves, that there is no leaving this 
World with any tolerable Compofure, un- 


leſs our Lives have been ſuch, as, through 
the 
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the tender Mercies of God and the Merits 
of Chriſt Jeſus, we may reaſonably hope to 
be found in the Number of thoſe, whom 
our great Judge ſhall, at the laſt Day, pro- 
nounce Bleſſed. But this is only the Lot 
and Portion of the Righteous : for how can 
any one, whoſe Life has been a direct Con- 
tradiction to the Will of God, entertain any 
reaſonable Hopes of his Favour? Per- 
haps, when he ſees Death approaching, 
he may lament and bewail the Folly of his 
paſt Life, and with firong Crying and Tears 
reſolve upon a new Courſe of Life, if it 
ſhould pleaſe God to ſpare him; but, ſince 
the Goſpel hath no where aſſured us, that 
God will accept of a Death-bed Repen- 
tance, or be reconciled to a Sinner, who 
(after he bath lived a wicked and careleſs 
Life, and been deaf to. all the Calls and 
Invitations of the Holy Spirit, the Threatens 
ings of the Goſpel, and the Checks of his 
own Conſcience) ſhall at the laſt, when he 
is able to gratify his Luſts no longer, and 
begins to fear the ſad Conſequence of his 
Sins, ery out for Mercy, and wiſh that he 
had been wiſe in Time; I ſay, fince God has 
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no where revealed, that he will accept of 
any Repentance which is not followed by a 
thorough Change and Amendment of Life, 
and a fincere Obedience to his Command- 
ments; and ſince it is impoſſible for a dying 
Sinner te bring forth ſuch Fruits of Repen- 
tance ; how unſatisfactory muſt the Hopes 
be, that are built upon ſo uncertain a Foun- 
dation |! 
Tis true, to repent is all that a Man, 
who has led a wicked Life, can do, when 
he comes to die: and it would be well, for 


' his own Sake, and for the Sake of his ſor- 


rowful Friends and Relations, that he would 
do this much, and not go out of the World 
hardened and inſenſible; for who knows 
how far infinite Mercy may be extended ? 
But, ſurely, it muſt be allowed. to be the 
greateſt Inſtance of Folly and Madneſs, to 
venture a Matter of ſuch infinite Moment 
upon ſo uncertain an Iſſue; upon a few 


broken, confuſed, and almoſt deſpairing 


Sighs and Groans : for, if the Remorſe and 
Horrors, the ſolemn Vows and: Reſolu- 
tions of ſuch Men ſhould not prove a true; 
godly Sorrow, @ Repentance to Sabvaticn 
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not to be repented of (as no Man can ſay 
they certainly will), they are loſt and un- 
dene to all Eternity. 


But ſuppoſe we could be affured, that a 


Death-bed Repentance would be effectual; 
yet who can tell, whether a Man may have 
Time for that Work in the Hour of Dearth? 
Or, if he could be certain, that a lingering 
Sickneſs would put an End to his Days ; 
yet how does he know that God will then 
vouchſafe him the Grace of Repentance ? 
and without that Grace it is impoſſible he 
ſhould repent. O how much rather may 
ſuch an one fear, leſt God ſhould be fo pro- 
voked, by his many wilful Refuſals to hear- 
ken to the Calls and Admonitions of the 
Holy Spirit, as to cut ſhort his Day of 
Grace, and deliver him over to a hardened 
and reprobate Mind ! 

The Scripture aſſures us, that there is a 
Time when Men ſhall call upon God, and 


he will not hearken. Becauſe I have called, Pro 


and ye refuſed; I have ſfiretched out my 
Hand, and no Man regarded ; but ye have 
ſet at nought all my Counſel, and would 
none 7 my Reprof; I alſo will laugb at 


your 


* is 
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your Calamity : I will mock when your Fear 
cometh ; when your Fear cometh as Deſola- 
tion ; and your Deftruftion cometh as a Whirl- 
wind ; when Diſtreſ: and Anguiſh cometh 
upon you. Then ſhall they call upon ms, but 
I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me early, 
but they ſhall nat find me: for that they hated 
Knowledge, and did not chuſe the Fear of the 
Lord: they would none of my Counſel. They 
deſpiſed all my Reproof ;, therefore ſhall they 
eat of the Fruit of their own Way, and be filled 
with their own Devices. The End of the 
Long-ſuffering and Forbearance of God is 


Rom. ii. fo lead Men to Repentance : but if, inſtead 


4+ 


of producing that bleſſed Effect, it only har- 
dens them in their Sins, and makes them re- 
ſolve to go on in their wicked Courſes, 
vainly preſuming they ſhall repent, when 


they come to die; how juſt may it be in 


God to leave them at their laſt Hour under 
all the Terrors and Agonies of a fearful 
Death! 7 laugh at their Calamity, and 10 
mock when their Fear cometh ! 

O conſider this, all ye that forget God, 
beſt he pluck you away, and there be none to 
deliver you, Conſider it in due Time, be- 
fore 
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fore it is too late, before the dreadful Hour 
comes upon you, when all Opportunities 
of reconciling yourſelves to your offended 
God ſhall be taken from you, and the Door 
of Hope ſhall be for ever ſhut. Lay aſide 
your Paſſions for a little while, and liſten 
to the Threatenings of God's Holy Word, 
the Admonitions of his Bleſſed Spirit, and 
the Checks of your own Conſciences. Be 
perſuaded to ſet about the great Work of 
your Salvation To- day, while it is called To- 
day, before the Night cometh' when no Man 
can work, Remember, that though you 


are now, perhaps, in Health and Strength;. 


in the Prime and Vigour of your Years; 


ſurrounded with the Pleaſures of a great 


and ſplendid Fortune; yet the Time is 
coming, and (whether you think of it or 
not) will haſten on apace, when you muſt 
take your Leave of all that is deſirable 
upon Earth. And nothing will then ſtand 
you in any Stead, but a good Conſcience ; 
neither Honours, nor Riches, nor any 
Thing elſe that Men are now ſo fond of, 
will then be able to give you one Moment's 
Eaſe, or afford you one comfortable 


Thought» 


it! | 
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Thought. Nothing will be then regarded 


but the Conſciouſneſs of having in ſome ' 


Meaſure anſwered the End for which God 

ſent you into the World; by having lived 

in the Fear and Love of God, and in Simpli- 

city and godly Sincerity having had your Con- 
verſation in this World. 

2 1 It was this that made St. Paul deſire to be 

"A diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt : for he had 

fought a good Fight, and finiſhed his Courſe, 

and kept the Faith. And therefore he could 

ſay with great Aſſurance, when the Time of 

his Departure was at hand, that there was 

laid up for him a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 

_ wohich the Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhoul# 


give him at that Day. - And it was this that 


made a late pious * Divine of our Church, 
when he was near his Death, utter theſe re- 
markable Expreſſions. * I am entering upon 
© my laſt Labour; the Lord gave, and he 
© 1s now taking away, bleſſed be the Name 
of the Lord! for, I thank my God, I am 
going without any Diſtruſt, without the 


« leaſt Miſ-giving, to a Place of Reſt, and 


* Mr. Kettlewell. See the Preface to his five Diſcourſes 
publiſbed fince his Death, 
* Joy, 
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© ſoy, and everlaſting Bliſs. There 1s no 
Life like a happy Death. I have en- 
* deavoured, even from my Youth, to ap- 
prove myſelf a faithful Servant to my 
* great Maſter. I have taken ſome Pains 
in writing ſeveral Books: J have ſeri- 
* ouſly confidered them; and am fully ſatiſ- 
* fied (looking on thoſe about him), that 
you may find in them the Way to 
Heaven. The Chriſtian Duties con- 
* tained therein have been my Practice, as 
* well as Study: and now | find the Ad- 
* vantage of it. And therefore be careful 
* to read them often and ſeriouſly ; and live 
* ſuitably thereunto, that, when you come 
to the Condition I am now in, you may 
* die with Comfort, as you ſee me do. I 
© have ſome little Pain indeed; but my 
* Pain is nothing ſo extraordinary as my 
Hopes; for I have earneſtly repented of 
* all my Sins, and verily believe, that, 
* through the tender Mercies of my God, 
and the Merits of my Bleſſed Saviour 
* Jeſus Cbriſt, 1 ſhall be carried up into 
* Abraham's Boſom.“ After which, it is 
ſaid, he made this ſhort Prayer. I waits, 


O God, 
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O God, for that Everlaſting Reſt, which 
I want at preſent, but ſhall not. long. I 
am ready, when thou, my God, calleſt for 
me; yet can ſtay with Patience till thou 
pleaſeſt : for thy Time is the beſt Time, 
and thy Pleaſure the beſt Pleaſure. 

See here the End of a good Man. How 
calm, how ſerene and comfortable is his 
Death ! Is there any Thing like this, in 
the Caſe of a wicked Man, in the Hour of 
his Diſſolution? Alas! no. If you be- 
hold ſuch an one in his laſt Extremity (un- 
leſs he die hardened and impenitent), you 
will hear little elſe but bitter Reflections, 
faid Bewailings, wretched Upbraidings of 
himſelf, for the Folly and Madneſs of his 
paſt Life; and theſe ending in deſpairing 
Sighs and Groans, black and dreadful to 
himſelf, and very terrible to all about him, 
May God, of his infinite Mercy, keep every 


one from ſuch a dreadful Hour ! and teach 


us all ſo to number our Days, as to apply cur 
Hearts unto true Wiſdom; that Wiſdom, 
which will make us wiſe unto Salvation, and 
fill our Minds with Comfort and Satisfac- 
tion, while we live; and, what is of in- 

finitely 
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finitely more Value, give us, . when we 
come to die, that Peace of God which paſſetb 


all Underſtanding, through Je a. Chri/t our 
Lord. Amen! 


ENF EEE SEEN ESSHSEK 


a FRATER 


: JE] of Life and Death! Thou or- 
| = dereſt all Things by thy in- 
finite Power and Wiſdom, and haſt ap- 
pointed for all Men once to die ; and, after 
this ſhort Life is ended, haſt, of thy infi- 
nite Goodneſs, provided for thy faithful 
Servants a State of endleſs Bliſs and Hap- 
pineſs. O make me truly ſenſible of the 
Frailty and Uncertainty of my Life; and 
teach me ſo to number my Days, that I 
may apply my Heart unto true Wiſdom. 
Let not Death ever ſurprize me unawares, 
or find me in a State unprovided. But 
grant that I may live in ſuch a conſtant 
Preparation for my latter End, that how 

ſuddenly 


3 
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ſuddenly ſoever thou ſhalt be pleaſed to 
take me out of this World, I may be found 
ready and prepared for that great Account, 
which I muſt one Day give before the Judg- 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt. Enable me, by the 
Aſſiſtance of thy Grace and Holy Spirit, to 
finiſh the great Work of my Salvation be- 
fore the Night comes, when no Man can 
work, and to lay up a good Foundation of 
Hope and Comfort againſt the Hour of my 
Death ; that, when the Time of my De- 
parture ſhall come, I may look back upon 
a well-ſpent Life with Joy and Comfort, and 
may meet Death without Fear. 

Look upon me, O moſt gracious God, 
when the Time of my Diſſolution draws 
nigh, as a reconciled Father in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Speak Peace unto my Conſcience, and ſay 
unto my Soul, I am the God of thy Sal- 
© yation.” Let not the cruel Enemy of Souls 
affrighten me with his Terrors ; but give 
thy holy Angels charge over me, to keep 
me out of his Hands, and let the Comforts 
of thy Holy Spirit chear and refreſh my 
Soul, in its Paſſage through this Vale of 
Tears and Miſery to a happy Eternity. 

:; -]f O Lord! 
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O Lord ! leave me not to myſelf in that 


Time of Diſtreſs, when I ſhall ſtand in fo 
much need of thee. Confirm my Faith ; 
ſupport me in my dying Agonies ; and for- 
fake me not, when my Strength faileth. 
Let thy merciful Ears, O God, be then 
open to my Prayers; and ſpare me, O 
Lord moſt: holy, O God moſt mighty, O 
holy and merciful Saviour, thou moſt 
worthy Judge eternal ! ſuffer me not at my 
laſt Hour, through any Pains of Body, or 
Weakneſs of Mind, to renounce my De- 
pendence upon thee. But grant, O mer- 
ciful Father, that, with an humble Reli- 
ance on thy Mercies, and the infinite Merits 
of my dear Redeemer, and with an entire 
Submiſſion to thy bleſſed Will, I may 
Chearfully reſign up my Soul into thy 
Hands, and may be willing and even de- 
ſirous to leave this World, when thou, 


my God, in thy great Wiſdom, ſhalt ſee it 
fitting. 


O Lord! let me never be ſeparated 


from thee: but grant that my Soul may 
be ſo united to thee, who art the Fullneſs 


of all Happineſs, by the ſtrongeſt Ties of 


Faith, | 
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Faith, Love, and Obedience; that, after a 


Life ſpent here in thy Service, I may dwell 
with thee in Life everlaſting, and be re- 
. ceived into thoſe Manſions of Eternal Bliſ 
and Glory, which thou haſt prepared for 
them that truly love and fear thee; through 
the Merits, and for the Sake, of thy be- 
loved Son, Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord and only 


Saviour. Amen! 


THE 


Fa RELIG1OUS LI I. 


1 H E 
GREAT IMPORTANCE. 

OF A | 
RELIGIOUS LIFE. 


LA LASASLALAIAAALES. 
CHAP. III. 


WIW7E Itherto I have conſidered the 
He great Advantages of Religion, 
as they reſpect only our Well- 

being in this World, and our 


going comfortably out of it. But, as 


there are other Advantages attending a 
good Life, infinitely beyond all that have 
been mentioned ; namely, that it will entitle 


us, through the Merits of Chrift Jeſus, to 


an Inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away ; I ſhall endeavour 
E to 
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to ſhew, in the laſt Place, that a ſerious 
and conſcientious Obſervance of the Duties 
of Religion, will moſt certainly be re- 
warded with eternal Happineſs in the Life to 
come. | 

And here I ſhall not preſume ſo much as 
to aim at a Deſcription of that exceeding 
Weight of Glory which God has reſerved for 
them that truly love him. In the Scrip- 
ture, indced, the Glories of the other 
World are repreſented to us, in Conde: 
ſcenſion to our weak Capacities, as @ King- 
dom, and a Crown, an eternal Kingdom, and 
a never-ſading Crown : But the State of the 
other World is a State ſo unknown to us, 
and ſo much above our imperfect Concep- 
tions, that we ſhall never be able fully to 
comprehend it, till we arrive at the actual 
Enjoyment of it. For though we know that 
we ſhall there ſee God, and the Bleſſed [e- 
ſus, who loved us, and gave himſelf for us, 
and ſhall to all Eternity enjoy Him, who 
is the Source and Fountain of all Good; 
that we ſhall there converſe with Saints and 
Angels, and for ever be ſinging Anthems 
of Praiſe to our great Creator and Redeemer; 


yet 
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1ous yet how great the pleaſure of this will be, 
4 and with what Extaſies and Raptures our 
„e Souls ſhall then break forth, when they 
ew taſte of the Fulne/5 of that Joy which is in 
the Preſence of God for evermore, is what 
chu our finite Underſtandings cannot poſſibly 
eding reach. Of this we may reſt aſſured, that 
d for the Things which God has reſerved for 
rip. them that love him, are ſuch as neither Eye 
other }ath ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath it 
nd entered into the Heart of Man to conceive. 
Ring- And as this is ſufficient for us at preſent 
„and to know in general concerning this Matter; 
f the an curious Inquiries into the preciſe Nature 
to u of the Happineſs of the next Life, will be 
ncep- of ſmall Uſe to us: They may fill our 
Ny to Heads with fine Speculations, but will ſig- 
actual nify little to direct our Practice. What 
that we are more concerned to know in the moſt 
2d. je- explicit manner is, that our fincere Obe- 
for i dience to God's Commandments will cer- 
, Who tainly be rewarded with eternal Life and 
3000; Happineſs. This, indeed, is a Matter it 
ts and imports us to be well aſſured of; that we 
them may not be weary of Well-doing, but 
emer may run with Patience the Race that is ſet Heb. vii |» | 
yel E 2 before 1» 1 
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* ii. before us, and preſs towards the Mark for n 
Fo the Prize of the high Calling of God in Chriſt « 


Jeſus. | B 

There are ſome indeed (and a melan- = 
choly Conſideration it is that there are any al 
ſuch) who would have us believe, that we R 
die like the Beaſts that periſh, and that, cl 
when we leave this World, there is an End G. 
of us. But theſe, upon Inquiry, I believe, ol 


will be always found to be ſuch, who firſt th 
'live as if there was no God, and then en- 
deavour to perſuade themſelves and others, 
that there really is none ; ſo that, inſtead 
of regulating their Practice by their Faith, 
I; they do moſt prepoſterouſly ſuit their Faith 1 
"Ri to their Practice. I ſhall not concern my- 


16 ſelf at preſent with theſe Men; my Deſign Bo 
ul being chiefly for the Sake of thoſe, who of 
5 believe the Chriſtian Religion, and the Re- or 
| 1 velation of God's Will in the Holy Scrip- Ro 


tures. And ſurely to ſuch it can be no 
Doubt, but that in thoſe ſacred Writings 
ze have eternal Life ; and that the Perfor- 3 
mance of God's Commandments is the cer- 
tain and indiſpenſable Condition of obtain- 


ing it. 


5 It 


for not only that God is, but that he is a Re- 
rift warder of them that diligently ſeek him: 
But it hath pleaſed God, of his great Good- 
n- neſs, not to leave us to the Light of Nature 
ny alone, to find out this weighty Truth. The 
ve Rewards of another Life are ſo fully and 
at, clearly revealed in the Writings of our 
nd Saviour and his Apoſtles; and the Way to 
ve, obtain them is there ſo plainly laid down, 
irſt that there is no Room for any Doubt, or 
wp i Uncertainty about the Matter. Whatever 
Vp dark, or imperfect, Notions the Jews, as 
ead well as Gentiles, had of a future State, it 
irh, is certain, that Life and Immortality is net 
th brought to Light by the Goſpel : and we may 
my- reſt aſſured, that though, when we die, our 
an Bodies ſhall be laid in the cold Chambers 
vho of the Grave, and there become the Food 
Re- of Worms, and moulder into Duſt and 


Of a RELIG1o0us LIFE. 
It is true, natural Religion will teach us, 


UP” I Rottenneſs ; yet it will not be long ere this 1 Cor. xv. 


1 corruptible ſhall put on Incorruption, and this** 
ws WW mortal ſhall put on Immortality. For God Rcts xvii. 
for- 1th appointed a Day, in the wwhich he ill * * 
cer” Judge the World in Righteouſneſs by that Man 
whom he hath ordained ; whereof he hath 
E 3 given 
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given Aſſurance unto all Men, in that be hath 


2 Cor. v. raiſed him from the Dead: A Day wherein 


10. 


John v. 
28, 29. 


we muſt all appear before the Judgment. ſeat 
of Chriſt, that every one may receive the 
Things done in his Body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad. And 
then all that are in their Graves ſhall hear 
his Voice, and ſhall come forth: they that have 
done Good, unto the Reſurrefion of Liſe; and 
they that have done Evil, unto the Reſurrection 
of Damnation. 

Whoever then believes the Goſpel (as 
every one mult, that lives under the in- 
{fluence of it, unleſs he is wretchedly blind- 


ed by his Luſts and Paſſions) can never 


doubt of theſe two great Articles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, the Reſurrection of the 
Body, and the Life everlaſting. The Poſ- 
ſibility of the former hath been made evi- 
dent by the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt 
from the Dead; and the Certainty of the 
latter appears from the expreſs Decla- 
rations of God in the Holy Scriptures. 
Indeed, the whole Tenor of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion ſuſficiently proves it; every 
Precept of which tends to purify and re- 


fine our Natures, and to fir and prepare 
us 
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ut vs for the Society of Saints and Angels in | 
k another Life. The Apo/tle aſſures us, that | 
" God hath not appointed us to Wrath, but to 1 Theſ. v. 
4 obtain Salvation by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, * © 
L who died for ur, that we ſhould live together 
with him. And St. John tells us, that God” _ iii. 

T fo loved the World, that he gave bis only be- 
4 gotten Son, to the End that all that belicve 


in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
* Life. 
If then we believe that God is infinitely 


1 juſt and true, we can never doubt that, at „ 
9 the great Day of Retribution, He will render i 
d- b every Man according to his Deeds. To them Rom ii. 1 
q who, by patient Continuance in Well-doing, 0, 7:8, 9. | 
ho ſeek for Glory and Honour and Immortality, 

He who is Truth itſelf and cannot deceive, 
f- hath promiſed that he will give eternal Life; 
* but to them who are contentions; and do not | 
iſt obey the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs, He ; 
pF hath declared that he will pour forth Indig- | 
* nation and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, | | 
21 upon every Soul of Man that doth Evil, of the f 
17 Jew firſt, and alſo of the Gentile. | | 
iT Our Saviour, in his Expoſition of the 
= Parable of the Tares, tells us, that at the Matt. xiii, 
1 End of the World, the Son of Man all Hot. 


E 4 fend 
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fend forth his Angels; and they ſhall gather out 

of his Kingdom all Things that offend, and 

them which do Intquity, and ſhall caſt them 

into a Furnace of Fire; there ſhall be wailing 

and gnaſhing of Teeth. And ſo in his Expo- | 

ſition of the Parable of the Net, in the ſame 0 
Ver. 40, Chapter, he ſays, that at the End of. the 
ford, the Angels ſhall come forth, and ſever 
the Wicked from among the Juſt, and ſhall caſt 
them into the Furnace of Fire; there ſhall be 
wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth. Thus again 
__ we are told by our Saviour, that when the 
33, 33. Sen of Man ſhall come in his Glory, and all 
the holy Angels with him, then ſhall be fit 
upon the Throne of his Glory, and before him 
81: Hall be gathered all Nations, and he ſhall 
. ſeparate them one from another, as a Shep- 
| | herd divideth his Sheep from the Goats : and 
9 | he ſhall ſet the Sheep on his Right-band, but 
'F | the Goats on the Left. Then ſhall he ſay 
4 unto them on his Right-hand ; Come, ye bleſſed 
[ of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
11 for you from the Beginning of the World: 
Vor. 41. But to them on ihe Left-hand ; Depart from 
me, ye curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared 

for the Devil and his Angels. And theſe ſhall | 


— 
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go away into everlaſting Puniſhment, but the Ver. 46. 
Righteous into Life eternal. 
This, as it is a plain but lively Deſcrip- | 
tion of the awful Solemnity of that great | 
and tremendous Day, when the Son of Man — | 


ſhall come in the Glory of his Father, with * 
his Angels, to judge the Quick and the 
Dead; fo it is ſufficient to convince us, 
that, though virhout Holineſs no Man ſhall Heb. xii, 
ſee the Lord, yet that every one who be-“ | 
lieves the Goſpel, and fincerely obeys the | 
Precepts of it, ſhall aſſuredly enter into the 1 
Kingdom of Heaven. This was the very 1 
Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood, and the End 
for which he was contented to be given 
up into the Hands of cruel Men, to be 1 
buffeted, ſpit upon, and evil-entreated, | 
and at laſt to ſuffer a cruel and ignominious 
Death upon the Croſs. He gave himſelf for 
us, that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, 
and become the Author of eternal Salvation to 1 
all them that obey him. Though he was rich, 2Cor. viii. 
yet for our Sakes he became poor, that we 
through his Poverty might be made rich. He Ila. liii. p. 
was wounded for our Tranſgre/ſions, he was 1 
bruiſed for our Intquities ; the Chaſtiſement of | | 
E 5 dur 1 
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our Peace was upon him, and with his Stripes 
we are healed. 


The Redemption of Mankind was thought 
a Deſign worthy the Son of God. Of fo 
great Value in His Sight were the Souls of 
Men, that he eſteemed nothing too much, 
or too great, to ſuffer for their Sakes. He 
ſaw and pitied our Miſery, and knew that 
without a Saviour we muſt be loſt for ever; 
and therefore condeſcended ſo far, as to 


Croſs for us miſerable Sinners, who lay in 
14 Darkneſs and the Shadow of Death, that 
ſi he might make us the Children of God, 
[| and exalt us to everlaſting Life : So that, 


rhef ii. though we were ſometimes afar off, yet being 


1 i 39. . now made nigh by the Blood of Chrift, we are 
"ry no more Strangers and Foreigners, but Fel- 
low-citizens with the Saints, and of the 
Houſhold of God. And, if we are careful 
to perform our Parts, we may aſſuredly ſay 

2 Tim. iv. with St. Paul, that henceforth there is laid 
. up for us a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord, the righteous Fudge, ſhall give us 


at that Day. For we have the Promiſe of 
Him 


humble himſelf even to the Death upon the 
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Him who is Truth itſelf and cannot deceive 


us, that, if we are faithful unto Death, heRevel. ** 
10. 


will give us a Crown of Life. 

And what a glorious Incitement is this 
to all Men, to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godlily, in this preſent World! What can 


we defire more to make us fledfaſt and un- — xv. 


moveable, always abounding in the Work 57 
the Lord, than to know that our Labour 
ſhall not be in vain in the Lord? that no 
good Action, which we do, ſhall be loſt and 
fruitleſs; but that, in a little Time, all 
our Services will be infinitely rewarded ? 
that every Grace and Virtue which we 
exerciſe in this Life, and every Degree of 
them, ſhall receive their juſt Recompence at 
the Reſurrection of the Juſt? and that, if 
we ſerve God faithfully and fincerely, we 
may be aſſured, that, through the tender 
Mercies of our heavenly Father, and the 
Merits of our Redeemer, we ſhall be re- 
ceived into a Place of everlaſting Reſt and. 
Peace; where we ſhall adore and praiſe 
the Author of our Salvation, and gontem— 
plate the glorious Perfections of his Majeſty, 
with a Joy and Satisfaction infinitely ex- 

E 6 ceeding 


Cal. 1. 


12, 13. 
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ceeding all that we can now. poſſibly. con- 
ceive ? | : 

O bleſſed Time? (to uſe the Words of 
Archbiſhop Tilloiſon) when Mortality ſhall 


© be ſwallowed up of Life; and Death and 


© Sorrow ſhall be no more! when we ſhall 
© be eaſed of all our Pains, and reſolved of 
© all our Doubts, and be purged from all 
© our Sins, and be freed from all our Fears, 
© and be happy beyond our Hopes,. and 
© have all this Happineſs ſecured to us be- 


_ ©. yond the Power of Time and Change? 
As the Conſideration of theſe Things 


cannot but at preſent fill our Hearts with 
Joy unſpeakable, and excite us continually 
to give Thanks unto the Father, which hath 
made us meet to be Partakers of the Inheri- 
tance of the Saints in Light ; who hath de- 
livered us from the Power of Darkneſs, and 
tran/lated us into the Kingdom of bis dear 
Son: So, When we come to have a nearer 


and more immediate View of the Glo- 
ries of that Kingdom which God hath 
prepared for us, how wilt our Souls break 
forth into Extaſies of Love and Joy! 


how will it tranſport us to ſee him, whom 
we 
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Ne we have loved and faithfully ſerved! to 

ſee him, not arraigned for a Malefactor, 
of not hanging in a ſhameful Manner upon 
all the Croſs! but to ſee him, in all his Ma- 
nd jeſty and Glory, ſitting in a triumphant 
all Manner upon his Throne, adored by An- 
of gels and Arch-angels, thouſand thouſands”: yam. vile 
all miniſtering unto. him, and. ten thouſand times © f 
rs, ten thouſand" ſlanding before him! to ſee 4 
nd him, I ſay, not as an angry and incenſed 


— TT . —— — A 2 
wt Rr bt — 


9 —— 
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e- judge, but as a merciful Saviour and Re- i j 

deemer, looking upon his faichful and be- | 1 
gs loved Servants with the tendereſt Affection, 'l 
th and receiving them into the Arms of his 4 
ly I} <r<flaſting Mercy, with thoſe raviſhing 1 


tb Words, Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father, in- q 


* berit the Kingdom prepared for you from [| 
"Ki the Foundation of the World! | 
nd But then, on the other hand, with what | 
* Anguiſh and Deſpair will the Wicked and | 
er Ungodly behold the dreadful Solemnities | 
. of that awful Day! how will they tremble 


th and be confounded, when the Lord Jeſasa Theſſ. 
ak ſhall be revealed from Heaven, with his 8. 1 
mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Ven- | 


' l 
4 geance on them that know not God, and obey | | 
* not Men of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? When 11 
they [1 


38 The Great Importance | 


2 Pet. iii. they ſhall ſee - the Heavens paſſing away the 
2 with a great Noije, and the Elements melt» Hall 
ing with fervent Heat; the Earth alſo, and Abe « 
the Works that are therein, burnt up! when IIime 
they ſhall behold the Jaws of Hell open Fane 
to receive them, and the great Judge of 
the World, with Terror in his Looks, 
ready to pronounce that dreadful Sen- 
tence, Depart from me, ye Curſed, inte 
everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and 
his Angels ! 

O! what Confuſion and Agonies will 
thoſe Souls be in, ro whom theſe dread- 
ful Words ſhall then be ſpoken ! How will 

Rev. vi. they call upon the Mountains and Rocks 
to fall en them, and to hide them from the 
Face of him that fitteth on the Throne, and 
from the Wrath of the Lamb I— But, alas! 
what will that avail them, when the 
great Day of his Wrath is come! Whither 
xXx. 11. ſhall they betake themſelves, when both 
the Earth and the Heavens fhall flee from 

the Preſence of the Judge! It the Saviour 

of the World condemns them, who ſhall 
intercede in their Behalf? If He, that once 

died to purchaſe their Salvation, will not 

{ave them (as it is certain he will not ſave 

the 
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the Wicked and Impenitent), to whom 

ſhall they flee for Succour! It will then 

de doo late to cry for Mercy, when the 

Time of Judgment is come; too late to 
lament their Folly and Madneſs, when the 

Time of Working is over: All Prayers 

and 'Entreaties, all Tears and Repen- 
tance, will then be in vain. He that is Rev. xxii, 
nut muſt be unjuſt /till; and he that is" 
by muſt be filthy flil, As the Tree is 

allen, ſo it muſt lie for ever. The Time 

of Trial, the Day of Grace, is ended, and Heb. x. 
there remains no more Sacrifice for Sin; but * 
a fiery Indignation muſt devour them. The 
readful Hour is come, when they muſt 

be baniſhed for ever from the Enjoyment 

f Him, in whoſe Preſence alone is Ful- 

. of Joy; and be doomed to thoſe Lakes 

ff Fire and Brimſtone, where the Worm 

dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched; 

here they muſt be bound in everlaſting 
Chains, and be Day and Night for ever Rer. xx. 
md ever tormented by the Devil and his 
curſed Spirits (thoſe crue] and unre- 
enting Beings) in the Flames of a moſt 
utrageous and never- to-be extinguithed 

Tire. 


Could 


The Great Importance 


© Could I repreſent to you? (ſays Arch. 
biſhop Tillotſon, in one of his excellent 
Sermons) The Horror of that diſmal 
© Priſon, into which wicked and impure 
© Souls are to be thruſt, and the Miſery 
© they muſt there endure, - without the 
© leaſt Spark of Comfort, or Glimmering 
© of Hope; how they wail and groan 
* under the intolerable Wrath of God, 
© the infolent Scorn and Cruelty of De- 
© vils, the ſevere Laſhes and Stings, the 
© raging Anguiſh and horrible Deſpair of 
© their own Minds, without Intermiſhon, 
© without Pity, and without Hope of 
© ever ſeeing an End of that Miſery, 
© which yet is unſupportable for one Mo- 
ment: Could I repreſent theſe Things 
© to you according to the Terror of them, 
© what Effect muſt they have upon us: 
© and with what Patience could any Man 
© bear to think of plunging himſelf into 
© this Miſery; and by his own wilful 
Fault and Follies endanger his coming 
© into this Place and State of Torments!* 

O! who indeed can think of theſe 
Things without reſolving, in good earneſt 
to flee from the Wrath to come, and t 
ſecute 
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ſecure a happy Eternity, by a Life of Vir- 


tue and Righteouſneſs ! who, that believes 


the Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, and 
all the People that forget God; that con- 
ſiders what it is to dwell in the moſt ex- 
quiſite Miſery and Torments to all Eter- 
nity; who, I ſay, that conſiders theſe 
Truths, will not immediately reſolve to 
have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works 
of Darkneſs, but give himſelf up entirely 
to the Service and Obedience of the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus, with unfeigned Reſolutions of 
living ſoberly, righteoufly, and godlily in 
this preſent World ! In ſhort, who that is 
truly wiſe, and conſiders. that Time itſelf 
is hort, and that the Time of Man is 
much ſhorter; that Eternity has neither 
End nor Change, and that every Man is 
haſtening to an eternal and inyariable State, 


and will in a little Time be ſummoned to 
appear before the awful Tribunal of God, 
there to give an Account of his Actions; 


and, according as he has behaved, himſelf 


in this Life, be then conſigned to a Place 
of endleſs Happineſs or Miſery ;—I ſay, 
who, that reflects upon theſe great and 
important Truths, with that Seriouſneſs 

| and 
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and Concern which they deſerve, would 
ever reſign his Integrity, and part with 
that invaluable Prize, a good Conſcience, 
for the greateſt Happineſs this World 
could promiſe him! How is it poffible 
that a Man, who will give himſelf Time 
to conſider what i It is to be under the eter- 
nal Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, ſhould 
do any Thing wilfully and deliberately, 
which he knows will provoke his Anger! 
What wiſe Man would not rather ſub- 
mit to the worſt. that could befall him 
here in a hort Life, than run the leaſt 
Riſque of offending Him, on whom his 
Welfare - and Happineſs muſt depend 
hereafter, as .well as at preſent, not only 
in this Life, but through all Eternity; 
eſpecially when he conſiders what Obli- 
gations he is under to approve himſelf a 
faithful Servant of his great Maſter, and 
to direct and govern his whole Conduct 
by the Will of his Creator; when he 
reflects upon the infinite Love of God, 
manifeſted in all the Works of his Crea- 
tion and Providence, but eſpecially in that 
ſtupendous Myſtery of our Redemption; 
when he thinks apon the Breadth and 

| Length, 
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Length, the Heighth and Depth, of that Love 
of God, which moved him to ſend his only- 
bezotten Son into the World, 7o be the 
Propitiation for our Sins, and-to ſuffer a 
cruel and ignominious Death upon the 
Croſs, that we might not periſh, but bave 
cverlaſting Life! O! how is it poſſible, but 
ſuch an one mult be filled with fo grate- 


ful a Senſe of what God has done for him, 


as to endeavour, all- that in him hes, to 
requite the infinite Love of ſo merciful a 
Father, ſo kind and loving a Saviour!— 
Surely the Love of God muſt conſtrain 
us— But, if there is any one ſo ſtupid and 
inſenſible, as not to be wrought upon by 
ſuch powerful Motives, let him reflect 
upon the Terrors of the Lord, and aſk 


himſelf ſeriouſly this important Queſtion, - 


Whether he is able to dwell with ever- 
laſling Burnings ? Let him think upon that 
terrible Day of the Lord, which, whether 
he thinks of it or not, will moſt affuredly 


9% 


come, when all that are in their Graves John v. 


ſhall hear bis Voice, and ſhall come forth; 28. 29. 


they that have done Good, unto the Reſur- 
rection of Life: and they that have done 


Evil,, unto the Reſurreftion of Damualian; 
when 
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when the Rings of the Earth, and the 
great Men, and the rich Men, fhall hide 
themſelves in the Dens and in the Rocks 
of the Mountains; and fhall ſay to thy 
Mountains and Rocks, Fall on us, and hide 
us from the Face of Him that futteth on 
the Throne, and from the Wrath of the 
Lamb. Let him revolve in his Thoughts 
the miſerable Condition of thoſe wretched 
Souls, that are now ſhut up in the Re- 
gions of everlaſting Darkneſs, amongſt an 
accurſed Company of infernal Spirits; and 
then tell me, whether he thinks the ſhort 
and momentary Pleaſures of a wicked 
Life, will compenſate for endleſs Miſery 
and Torments. | | 
There is no one, I believe, that thinks 
at all, but muſt think otherwiſe. But the 
great Misfortune is, that many Men are ſo 
agitated by their Luſts and Paſhons, that 
they are ſeldom cool enough for ſober 
Reflections. But, would they be perſuaded 
frequently to meditate upon Death and 
Judgment; would they repreſent to their 
Minds what a vaſt Diſproportion there 1s 
betwixt Time and Eternity, and con- 
ſider that the Pleaſures of Sin, at beſt, 
are 
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are but for a Seaſon, whereas its Puniſn- 


ment is endleſs and intolerable ; J ſay, 
could Men be brought to think of theſe 
Things with any Seriouſneſs, I doubt. not 
but ſuch Thoughts would in Time have 
their proper Effect, and would ſo tho- 
roughly convince them of the great Folly 
and Danger of Sin, as to make them in 


good Earneſt ſet about the great Work of 


their Salvation. 

*The Judgment to come is a very 
amazing Conſideration : it is a fearful 
© Thing to hear of it; but it will be much 
© more terrible to ſee it, eſpecially to thoſe 
* whoſe Guilt. muſt needs make them ſo 
* heartily concerned in the diſmal Conſe- 
* quences of it: and yet, as ſure as I ſtand 
and you fit here, his great and terrible 
Day of the Lord will come; and who ma 
© abide his coming! What will we do when 
* that Day ſhall ſurprize us careleſs and 
* unprepared! What unſpeakable Horror 
* and Amazement will then take hold of 
© us, when, lifting up our Eyes to Heaven, 
* we ſhall ſee the Son of Man coming in 
* the Clouds with Power and great Glory! 

* Abp. Tillbſon's Sermons, Vol. II. p. 412. 

© when 
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© when that powerful Voice, which ſhall " 
* pierce the Ears of the Dead, ſhall ring x1 
through the World, Ariſe, ye Dead, and wi 
come to Judgment! when the mighty . 


Trumpet ſhall ſound, and wake the] th. 
© Sleepers of a thouſand Years, and ſum- 7 
mon the diſperſed Parts of the Bodies 
of all Men, that ever lived, to rally 
together and take their Places! and of 
the Souls and Bodies of Men, which have 
been ſo long Strangers to one another, iſ ch. 
* ſhall meet, and be united again, to re-M (4 
* ceive the Doom due to their Deeds! to 
© What Fear ſhall then ſurprize Sinners! vn 
* and how will they tremble at the Pre-. ¶ mn 
* ſence of the great Judge, and for the 
* Glory of his Majeſty ! how will ther v. 
© Conſciences fly in their Faces, and their 
* own Hearts condemn them for their WW . 
wicked and ungodly Lives, and even I £.; 
prevent that Sentence, which yet ſhall th 
certainly be paſſed and executed upon M 
« them!? ro 
O! let me then intreat every one, with a8 
all the Earneſtneſs that a Matter of ſuch I th 
vaſt Importance requires, frequently and in 
ſeriouſly to think upon the tremendous 
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Day of Judgment, and that great Ac- 
count they muſt then give; to conſider 
with themſelves how their Accounts. ſtand 
with reſpe& to another Life; and what 
a dreadful Condition they will be in, if 
they ſhould be called to-appear at the 
Tudgment-ſeat of Chriſt, before they have 
made their Peace with God, and ſecured 
an Intereſt in the Merits and Interceſſion 
of their great Judge. But eſpecially let 
me perſuade thoſe, who, in Purſuit of 


their unlawful Pleaſures, have plunged 


themſelves in Senſuality and Wickedneſs, 


to ſtand ſtill a Moment, and conſider 


whither they are going. Let me beg of 
them, as they have any Regard for their 
preſent Peace and Happineſs, or any 
Value for their precious Souls; as they 
would not leave this World under the 
Terrors and Agonies of a guilty Con- 
ſcience, nor appear at the laſt Day, in 
the Preſence of God, of Angels, and of 


Men, under all the Circumſtances of Hor- 


ror, Shame, and Confuſion; and, laftly, 
as they -would not then be baniſhed from 
the Preſence of God for ever, and be caſt 
into the bottomleſs Pit of Deſtruction, to 

be 
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be there tormented without Meaſure, and 
without End; let me, I ſay, prevail upon 
them, not to delay their Repentance one 
Moment, F..c immediately forſake their 
Joelii. 13. evil Ways, and turn unto the Lord their 
God, who is gracious and merciful, ſlow 
to Anger, and of great Kindneſs ; and who 
— has aſſured us, by his Prophet, that when 
the wicked Man turneth away from his Wick: 
edneſs that he hath committed, and doth that 
which is lawful and right, ke ſhall ſave 

his Soul alive. | 
As for thoſe happy Chriſtians, who 
have entered upon a good Life, and are 
engaged in the Practice of Virtue and Re- 
ligion; who make the Glory of God, and 
the Salvation of their own and others 
Souls, their great Care and Concern ; | 
need only exhort them to go on in their 
'Chriſtian Courſe with Courage and Reſo- 
- Heb. iv. lution; to hold faſt their Profeſſion, and 
14. . With an unwearied Diligence 70 preſs lo- 
14. rar ds their Mark, for the Prize of the high 
Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus ; nothing : 
Phil. i. 6-doubting, but that be, that hath begun a h 
good Work in them, will perform it until 
the Day of Jeſus Chriſt, God is faithful, 

| that 
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that has promiſed ; and therefore they may 

reſt aſſured, that he will remember and re- 

ward their Work of Faith, and Labour off 1 Thel. i. 

Love, and Patience of Hope in eur Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt; and that in due Seaſon they ſhall Gal. vi. 9. 

reap, if they faint not. Yet a little it, 1 x. 

and he that ſhall come will come; and his Re- 
ward is witb him, to give to every Man ac. 

cording as bis Work ſhall be: To bim that » EE 

overcometh, be will grant to fit with him in 

his Throne; even as he alſo overcame, and is 

fat down with his Father in his Throne. 


_ xxvii. 


J, O happy, happy Time! for thoſe blefſe 
155 Souls, oh have fought the good Fight, and 


p kept the Faith, All their Labours will then 
A pp be at an End; that Crown of Life, whicl: "+ 


I God hath promiſed to his faithful Servant? 

Th. will then be beſtowed upon them; an 

oo they ſhall be admitted to an Inheritance it. © © 
and corruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth . 


1 wi away. They ſhall then be received into 
Place of endleſs Bliſs and Joy, there 74 


» high 

thing Hall be no more Death, neither Sorrow, 7 
UN 4 Crying ; neither ſhall there be any more 
N but all Tears ſhall be wiped from their 7 15 25 


ful and they ſhall for ever enjoy the mo =; 
$8 . F lect 
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fe and conſummate Happineſs, and ſing 
eternal Allelujahs of Praiſe and Thankſgiving 
unto him that ſitteth upon the Throne, and to 
the Lamb for ever andever, Amen. 
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The Concluſion. 
TOs F a good Life be attended with 


>< RS ſo many Advantages as, I 
hope, I have ſhewn it is; 

ASSP if it will make us live happily, 
die comfortably, and at laſt intitle us, 
through the Merits of our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, to an eternal Inheritance in that 
Kingdom, which he has purchaſed for us 
with his moſt precious Blood ; and if, on 
the other hand, Guilt be its own Puniſh- 
ment in this World, and everlaſting Miſery 
will moſt certainly be the Lot and Portion 


of the Wicked and Impenitent in the next; 


. evbat Manner of Perſons ought we to be in all 


holy Converſation and Godlineſs / and how 
ſtedfaſt and immoveable ſhould this make us 
in the Ways of God's Laws, and in the 


Works of his Commandments ! with what 
6 Indig- 
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Indignation and Abhorrence ſhould we look 


upon Sin ; and with, what Speed ſhould we 
flee from that dreadful Enemy of our Souls, 
that would rob us of our preſent, as well 
as future, Happineſs ! how ſhould the Con- 


ſideration of theſe Things make us take heed Hed. iii. 
leſt there be in any of us an evil Heart of T 


Unbelief,, in departing from the living Ged ! 
and how ſtedfaſtly ſhould we reſolve 40 
have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works 
of Darkneſs, but to walk as Children of Light 
in the Ways of true Piety and Holineſs ; 
and not to delay for one Moment the Care 
of our immortal Souls! The Day is far 
ſpent, the Night is at hand, and there is no 
Time to be loſt. We have a great Work 


to do: a Work that will deſerve our ut- 


moſt Care and Diligence. If we perform 
it well, great will be our Reward in Hea- 
ven: for faithfu! is He that has promiſed. 
And we may be aſſured, that, if we are 
diligent and induſtrious in that Work which 
God hath afhgned to us in this World, our 
Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord: for 
if we have our Fruit unto Holineſs, our End 


will be everlaſling Life. But if, inſtead of 
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working 
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Philip. il. work&rg out our Salvation with Fear and 


Trembling, that is, with the greateſt Care 
and Circumſpection, we are negligent and 
remiſs 1n the Service of our great Lord and 
Maſter Jeſus Chriſt ; if, inſtead of living 
feberly, righteoufly, and godly in this preſent 
World, we lead vicious and wicked Lives, 
and ſpend. our Days in Sin and Vanity; 


miſerable will be our Condition both here 


and hereafter : for, although God is a Being 
of infinite Goodneſs and Mercy, and is 
paticnt and long-ſuffering towards Sinners, 
being unwilling that any ſhould periſh, but 
that all ſhould come to Repentance; yet we 
muſt remember, that he is alſo infinitely 
Juſt, and will aſſuredly vindicate the Honour 
of his Laws. All Sin and Wickedneſs is an 
Abomination in his Sight. He rs of purer 
Eyes than to beheld Iniquity : and if his 
Math be kindled, yea out little, what will 
become of the Wicked and Ungodly ! No- 
thing but a ſincere Repentance and Amend- 
ment of Life, will be ſufficient to ſecure 
them from the Vengeance which hc bath 
threatened to pour down upon all obſtinate 
and rebellious Sinners: and true Repen- 


tance will moſt undoubtedly avert his An- 
ger. 
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ger. He hath declared himſelf to be a God 
merciful and gracious, forgiving Iniquity, 
Tranſgreſſion, and Sin; and hath promiſed 
Forgiveneſs of Sins to all them that, with 
hearty Repentance and true Faith, tura 
unto bim. Le bath ns Pleaſure in the Death 
of the Wicked, but that the Wicked gh turs 
from his Way and live. And, in order to 
aſſure us of his great Love to Mankind, 
and of his Deſire to be reconeiled unto us, 
He bath ſent bis Son, his only, his beloved 


Son, into the World, to the End that all that John iii. 
believe in him ſhould not periſh, but bave 16. 


everlaſting Life. | 
It hath pleaſed God, of his infinite Good- 
neſs, to eſtabliſh a moſt gracious Covenant 
of Mercy with Mankind through the Medi- 
ation of his owa Son: and the Condition 
on his Part of the Covenant, the Remiſſion 
of Sins, is always ready to be made good, 
if we fail not, on our Part, of ſincere Re- 
pentance and a thorough Reformation of 
our Lives. Our Saviour hath made a full, 
perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, 
and Satisfaction, for the Sins of the whole 
World. He hath ſuffered a eruel and 


F 3 igno- 
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ignominious Death upon the Croſs for our 
Sakes; and by his Death and Sufferings hath 
purchaſed this Grace for us, that real Re- 
pentance, and the fincere Endeavour of per- 
fect Obedience, ſhall be accepted, inſtead of 
Innocence: but, without this Repentance, 
and renewed Endeavour of perfect Obe- 
dience, we ſhall not be accepted upon any 
Terms. The Sacrifice which he offered upon 
the Croſs, although of infinite Value, will 
be of no Avail to us, unleſs, in Conformity 
to his Death and Reſurrection, we die unto 


Sin, and riſe again unto Newneſs of Life. 


Nothing but a good Life will entitle us to 
the Favour and Love of God: and, without 
his Farour, we are of all Creatures the maſt 
miſerable. Better had it been for us never 
to have been born, than to have made God 
our Enemy by leading vicious and wicked 
Lives. Let it then, above all Things, be 


our great and conſtant Endeavour to make 


Him our Friend, who is the beſt of Beings, 
the ſovereign Good and Happineſs of all 
his Creatures, and the Fountain and Foun- 
dation of all our Comforts and Enjoyments 
in this Life, and of all our Hopes and Ex- 

pectations 
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pectations in that which is to come. Let 
us make Religion the great Buſineſs of our 
Lives; and, while we have Time and Op- 
portunity, let us prepare ourſelves, by a 
Life of Virtue and Righteouſneſs, for that 
great Account which we muſt one Day give. 
Let not the Pleaſures and Vanities of this 
World, which will ſhortly have an End, 
make us unmindful of the great and mo- 
mentons Concerns of Eternity.—O Eter- 
nity ! how amazing are the Thoughts of Vit 
it! Who, that conſiders what it is to live 1 
for ever in a State of endleſs Happineſs or 10 
Miſery, would not labour and ſtrive, with 
all his Might, to ſecure the one, and avoid 
the other! Now, this can only be done 1 
by a good Life: for without Holineſs no 4 
Man hall ſee the Lord. Heaven is pre- 
pared for thoſe only who fear God, and 
live in a ſtrict Endeavour to perform a per- | | 

| 

| 


fe Obedience to bis Will. There ſhall in no je" * || 
wiſe enter into that holy Place any Thing that | 
defileth, neither whatſoever worketh Abomina- 
tion, or maketh a Lie; but they which are " 
written in the Lamb's Book of Life. And thoſe 1 
only are the Good and Virtuous, who have 
kept themſelves from the Pollutions of this 
F 4 wicked 
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wicked World, and have led a Life of Piety 


and renewed Obedience towards God,' and 


of Love and Charity towards their Neigh- 
bours. To all others, that bleſſed Lamb of 
God will declare he knows them not, To 
the Workers of Iniquity, even that merciful 
and compaſhonate Saviour will ſay, Depart 
from me. Dreadful Words] Whither muſt 
tuch wretched Souls go, when they are 
bidden to depart from the Saviour of the 


World !-—Whither, indeed, but to that diſ- 


mal Place of Horror and everlaſting Miſery 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels! 


May God, of his infinite Mercy, give all 
of us Grace to fee and follow the Things 


that belong to our everlaſting Peace, leſt 


they be hid from our Eyes, and all Oppor- 
tunities of reconciling ourſelves to our of- 
fended God be for ever loſt and gone! 
May every one of us be perſuaded to hear- 


Eecleſ. xi. KN en to the Advice of Solomon : Fear God 


135 14. 


and keep his Commanaments, for this is the 
Ttohole Duty of Man. For God ſhall bring 
every Work into Judgment, and every ſecret 
Thing, 'whether it be Good, or whether it be 
Evil. And may we always keep in Re- 

membrance 


reveal 
it the 
whole 
Thing 
Thing 
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membrance that merciful- Caution of -our 


Y Þf bleſſed Lord and Saviour; Watch therefore, Matt. xxv. 

d r ye know neither the Day, nor the Hour, "5* 

j wherein the Son of Man cometh, | 

x EEE SEES EHTE 

t | | 
t SS FATE 
e 6: LEM Il. 
1 R Moſt glorious Lord God, and I! 
. J our moſt merciful Father in | 1 
y | 15 Chriſt jeſus, who haſt prepared 1 || 


for them that love thee ſuch tl 
good Things as paſs Man's Underſtanding, 1 
and haſt promiſed to give eternal Life to 1 
them, who, by patient Continuance in Well- 1 
doing, ſeek for Glory and Honour and Im- | 
1 


FOO 


c | mortality ; Give me, I moſt humbly be- 1 
I ſecch thee, a firm and unſhaken Faith in all | | | 
* | 


thy Promiſes ; that, being fully perſuaded 1 
of thoſe important Truths which thou haſt | 
„e revealed to us in the Goſpel, I may make 
8 it the principal Care and Concern of my ſ 
whole Life to pleaſe and obey thee in all 

e | Things. And, that I may obtain. thoſe 
* Things which thou doſt promiſe, make me j | 
e 1 to | | 


208 


The Great Importance 


to love that which thou doſt command ; and 


grant that, by the Aſſiſtance of thy Holy 
Spirit, I may be enabled to perſevere in 
the Practice of. a holy Life, even to the laſt 
Moment of my Days. 

Let the Hopes and ExpeQations of that 
unſpeakable Happineſs, which thou haſt 
prepared for us hereafter, enable me to pal 
through this Vale of Tears and Miſery 
with Chearfulneſs and Submiſſion to thy 
bleſſed Will, and to bear with Patience 
whatever Troubles thou, in thy great Wil 
dom, ſhalt ſee fit to lay upon me. 


O Lord! give me a Heart raiſed above the 
Vanities and Enticements of this World 


and free from all the Pollutions and Defile 
ments of it. Fix my Thoughts, my Hope 

and my Deſires, upon Heaven and heaven! 
Things; that, having always in View that 
Crown of Glory which thou haſt laid ur 
for us hereafter, I may preſs towards the 
Mark for the Prize of the high Calling 
God in Chrift Jeſus : and, being ſtrength 
ened by thy Grace, and ſupported by th 


Holy Spirit, I may run with Patience the 


Race which thou haſt ſet before us, that 
when the great Day of Retribution ſhal 
come 


com 
Judy 
thoſ 
me, 

vant 
Grat 
alon 
nal 
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nal come, I may look up to my moſt merciful 
Judge with Joy and Comfort, and may hear 
thoſe raviſhing Words pronounced unto 
all me, Well done, thou good and faithful Ser- 
vant, enter thou into the Foy of thy Lord. 
Grant this, O merciful] Father, through the- 
alone Merits, and for the Sake, of my eter- 


nal Advocate and Mediator Jeſus Chriſt. 


Amen.. © 
by 
hat | | 
hal F 6; 1 Morn- 
Jug 


4 
- r TT. . —— — — . 
—— 


| 
1 

N 
1 


—— * 
© 23 — 


— —äů——— — n 


— er 3 


— — —— — - . - 
é—EͥIF— —— — — — — — ——— ¶— — —— 
3 : 


—— — * — * 
— — — — —_— * 5. — 
—U— — - = . 


| 
| 
| 
| 


24 —rBrr , rere KK • 2 


110 


A MorRNinG-PRAYER 


XUE eee b 


A Morninc-Prayer for a FAMILY. 


C Father! in all Humility of 
Soul and Body, we preſent 
DREASRS ourſelves before the Throne of 
thy Majeſty and Glory, acknowledging that 
we are thy dependent Creatures, and that 


from thy bountiful Hand we have re- 


ceived many and exceeding great Bleſſings. 

By Thee, at firſt, we were wonderfully 
made; by thy Power we have ever ſince 
been preſerved; and it is owing to thy 
great Mercy and Goodneſs that we have 
not been cut off in the midſt of our Sins, 


but that Thou haſt been patient and long- 


ſuffering towards us, and haſt given ys 
this Opportunity of coming into thy Pre- 
ſence to renew our Praiſes and Acknow- 
ledgments to thy Divine Majeſty. O Lord, 
thy Compaſhon fails not. By Thee we 


have been preſerved the Night paſt ; and 
| to 
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to thy Goodneſs we aſcribe it, that we are 
brought in Health and Safety to the Be- 
zinning of this Day. | 
Accept, we humbly pray thee, of our 
unfeigned Thanks for all the Mercies and 
Bleſſings which thou haſt been pleaſed to 
beſtow upon us; and pardon, we beſeech 
Thee, for the Sake of thy Son Chriſt 
Jeſus, our great Unworthineſs of what 
Thou haſt done for us. Give us ſuch a 


Senſe of thy infinite Love and Kindneſs, 


as may engage us more and more to 
love and obey Thee, and make us afraid 
of every Thing that may be diſpleaſing 
in thy Sight. | 
O Lord! vouchſafe us ſuch a Meaſure 
of thy Grace and Holy Spirit, as may de- 
fend us againſt the Snares and Tempta- 
tions of this wicked World, and enable us 
to overcome all our corrupt and - ſinful 
Deſires. Give us a true Senſe of the ineſ- 
timable Value of our Souls, that we may 
make it the chief Care and Concern of 
our Lives to work out our Salvation with 
the greateſt Care and Diligence, and to 
ſecure an Intereſt in thy Favour, which 
is better than Life itſelf, 
| With- 
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Withdraw our Minds from the Love of 
this World, and place them upon Heaven 


and heavenly Things. Give us Grace to. 
uſe the Bleſſings, which. thou art pleaſed 
to beſtow upon us, with Temperance, So- 
briety, and Moderation; with an entire 
Truſt and Dependence on thy fatherly 
Care and good Providence, and with a 
perfect Submiſſion to thy bleſſed Will in 
all Things. 

O Lord! root out of our Hearts all 
Pride and Envy; all Hatred, Malice, and 
II-will. Put away from us all Cenſori- 
ouſneſs and Uncharitableneſs, all Lying 
and Slandering, and whatever elſe is con- 
trary to a truly Chriſtian Spirit: and en- 
due us, we moſt humbly pray Thee, with 
that Meekneſs and Humility, which is 
in thy Sight of ſo great Value, and with 


all thoſe holy and Chriſtian Diſpoſitions 


which thou loveſt and delighteſt in. 
Inſtruct us in all the Particulars of our 

Duty which we owe to Thee, our Neigh- 

bour, and ourſelves, Guide us by thy 


Right-hand, and conduct us by thy good 
Spirit, through all the Buſineſs and Affairs 
Teach us to act with Faith- 

fulneſs 


ef this Life. 
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fulneſs and Honeſty in every Thing that 
we undertake; and give us ſuch a Dread 
of thy Diſpleaſure, and ſuch a Senſe of 
thy continual Preſence with us, as may 
ſecure us, by thy Grace, againſt all the 
Temptations of the World, the Fleſb, 
and-the Devil. 


Be with us, O Lord, this Day, where- = 17 60. 
omitted* 
ever we go, and in whatſoever we do. „, 4 gu 
Preſerve us from the Dangers of evil % Mor- 
Company, from the Deceitfulneſs of our 2 
own Hearts; and defend us more eſpe- lows may 
cially from thoſe Sins that are moſt ap 77 555 — 
theres. 
to betray and inſnare us. Let thy Bleſ- 
fing accompany all our honeſt Labours ; 
and vouchſafe us ſuch a Meaſure of 
Health, and other temporal Bleſſings, as 
thou ſeeſt beſt and moſt fitting for us. We 
defire, O Lord, to leave . ourſelves, and 
all our Concerns, in thy Hands; humbly 
beſeeching Thee to take us, and all that 
belong to us, under the Protection of thy 
good Providence; and ſo to bleſs, direct, 
and - guide, us in this Life, that we may 
at laſt obtain that greateſt of all Bleſſings, 
the eternal Salvation of our immortal 
Souls, through the Merits, and for the 
| Sake, 
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Morning, upon thee in all holy Duties. 
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Sake, of thy dear Son, and our alone Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt: for whom our Souls 
adore and praiſe | thy glorious Name, and 
in whoſe moſt holy Words we ſum up our 

own, and the Wants of all Mankind, ſaying, 
Our Fatber, &c. | 
This is to Diſpoſe our Hearts, O Lord, we hum- 
__ 14 bly beſeech thee, to a ſerious Attendance 


Make us 
mnflead of duly mindful of all thy ſacred Inſtitutions, 


be 'uſed on 


—— and grant that we may never ſo far for- 


get the Intereſt of our Souls, as to ne- 


glect the religious Obſervance of the Chriſ- 
tian Sabbath. And as thou haſt brought 
us to the Beginning of this ſacred Day; 
ſo be thou graciouſly pleaſed to take us 

into thy Protection, and to aſſiſt us in a 

right Diſcharge of the Duties of it. With- 

draw our Minds from the Care and Buſi- 
neſs and Pleaſures of this Life, which will 

ſhortly have an End, that we may more 
freely attend upon the great Concerns of 

that far better Life, Which is to laſt for 
evermore. Give us awful Thoughts of 
thy great Majeſty, and a lively Senſe of 
our own Wants, that our Prayers and 

Praiſes, and all our Services, may be of- 

I tered 
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fered up in ſuch a ſerious and devout 
Manner, as may render them acceptable 
in thy Sight. Make us attentive to thy 
Holy Word, and to all the good Inſtruc- 
tions that ſhall this Day be given us: 
and grant that we may not reſt in mere 
outward Performances; but, by a right 
Uſe of thy holy Ordinances, may grow 
in Grace, and become every Day better 
Chriſtians, and ſo improve in all virtuous 
and godly Living, that, when this ſhort 
Lite ſhall have an End, we may dwell 
with thee in Life everlaſting, through 
the Merits of thy Son, and our alone 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : for whom our Souls 
bleſs and praiſe thee, and in whoſe moſt 
holy Words we ſum up our own, and the 


Wants of all Mankind, Haying, Our Fa- 


ther, &c. 
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FAA, * MOST merciful and gracious 


O TJ Lord God! the great Creator, 

Preſerver, and Governor, of 
Ye Ye A the World! Thou art infinite 
in Mercy and Goodneſs to all that call 
upon thee faithfully, and haſt promiſed, 
that when two or three are gathered toge- 
ther in thy Name, thou wilt be in the 
Midſt of them. Look down, we humbly 
beſeech thee, upon us thy unworthy Crea- 
tures, who are here aſſembled before thee, 
acknowledging that thou art a God greatly 
to be feared for thy Power and Juſtice, 
greatly to be beloved for thy infinite Per- 
fections and Goodneſs, and greatly to be 
praiſed for thy Bounty and merciful Kind- 
neſs. But as for ourſelves, we confeſs, O 


Lord, that we are vile and ſinful Creatures; 
that we have, in many Things, acted con- 
trary to thy moſt holy Will, and have nei- 
ther loved thee, feared thee, nor obeyed 

thee, 
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Sight. 
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grant 


oſpel 


and we 
ſoberly 
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thee, as we ought to have done. O Lord! 


if thou ſhould'ſt deal with us as we have 
XK deſerved, we could expect nothing from 


thee but the Severities of thy juſt Wrath 


v. ſod Diſpleaſure. 

But, O gracious Father, who delighteſt 
not in the Death of a Sinner, look down 
upon us, we beſeech thee, in thy Son 
of Chriſt Jeſus; and, for the Sake of his 
ire meritorious Death and Sufferings, pardon 
dall Jour many and great Tranſgreſſions of thy 
ed, Moly Laws; and grant that we may amend 
ge⸗ whatever we have done amiſs, and for the 
he ime to come may be more careful to 
bly Ipleaſe thee, and more ſincerely devoted to 
ea. thy Service and Obedience. 
Convince us thoroughly, O Lord, of the 


ee 
ur great Folly and Danger of Sin, and make 
ce, Nis ſo afraid of offending thee, that we may 


er. Nobſtain from all Appearance of Evil, and 
do nothing but what is pleaſing in thy 


Souls be our chief Care and Concern; and 
grant that we may live as becomes the 
oſpel of Chriſt, denying all Ungodlineſs 
and worldly Luſts, and living righteouſly, 
ed Noberly, and godly, in this preſent World. 
But, 


Sight. Let the Intereſt of our immortal 
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But, as without thee we are not able 
to pleaſe thee, grant us the Aſſiſtance 
of thy Grace and Holy Spirit, that we | 
may paſs through all the Temptations o 
this World with Peace and Innocence and 
Safety; and enable us to bear up, wi 
Courage and Reſolution, againſt all the 
Aſſaults of our great Adverſary the Devil 
who is daily lying in wait to deſtroy us. 

Suffer us not, O merciful God, to be 
led away by the vain and fooliſh Cuſtom 
of this World, nor ſeduced from our Duty 
by the Company and Example of th 
Wicked and Ungodly ; but grant that w 
may make thy Laws the Rule of all ou 
Actions, and faithfully diſcharge.our Du 
in the ſeveral Places and Stations wherei 
thy Providence is pleaſed to place us. 

Make us duly- mindful that thou at 
preſeut every where, and privy to ol 
moſt ſecret Thoughts; that we m 
never dare to do any Thing but wh 
thou approveſt, and of which we ma 
not fear to give an Account at the gre 
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and terrible Day of the Lord Jeſus. Ot Bleſs 
and prepare us for that ſolemn Time Mind all 
4 virtuous and holy.Life, that, when v doth in 
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hall appear before the great Judge of all 
eee World, we may be found in the Num- 
ber of thoſe happy Souls, whom he ſhall 
then pronounce bleſſed. 

a Extend thy Mercy, O God, to all Man- 
kind, and bring them to the Light and 
th Knowledge and Practice of thy Laws. 
Remove, we humbly beſeech thee, all 
Errors and Corruptions, all Diviſions and 
Difſentions, from every Communion of 
hriſtians; and grant that the Lives of 
Fthoſe who profeſs themſeves the Diſci- 


plary, and ſuch as become the N of 
our bleſſed Saviour. 
Reform all Things that are amiſs in 
Itheſe Kingdoms. Root out from among 
Jus all Irreligion and Prophaneneſs, all 
Uncharitableneſs and Animoſities. Pardon 
Your great and crying Sins; avert the Evils 
that we have deſerved ; continue the Light 
f thy glorious Goſpel among us, and give 
vs all Grace to turn from the Evil of our 
ays unto thee the Lord our God. 
Bleſs our Sovereign Lord the King, 
2d all that are in Authority under him 
doth in Church and State, Make them 
all, 


les of Chriſt may be holy and exem- 
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all, in their ſeveral Places and Stations 
| uſeful and ſerviceable to thy Glory, ane _ 
| the Good and Welfare of this Church and b 
„ Nation. | 
And, O Thou, who art the Father of Peace, 
Mercies, and God of all Conſolation, look Lonver 
down with Pity and Compaſſion upon : nd Ex 
thy afflicted Servants evgry where; give 
them Courage and Patiente, Comfort an 
Support, in thee; and, in thy good Time 
a joyful Deliverance out of all their Trou 
bles. 


Send down thy Bleffings Spiritual and 


Lips, b 
elves 


"Temporal upon all our Friends and Rela mY 
tions. Do good unto thoſe that have, 2 We 
any Time, done or wiſhed us Evil; anc eddy 
vouchſafe unto every one of us, and to al be 
Chriſtians, whatever thou knoweſt to bf 1 Ge 
beſt for our temporal and eternal Welfare e 
And now, O Lord, we deſire, wich al E 
Humility of Soul and Body, to adore thy 111 c 
incomprehenſible Majeſty, and to 'praik, ech 


thy great and glorious Name for all th 
manifold Mercies and Favours vouchſafe: 
to us and all Mankind; but, above all, fc 
thy aſtoniſhing Love in reconciling tl 

| Work 
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World unto thyſelf by the Death and Suf- 
ferings of thy dear Son, | 
We bleſs thee for our Creation and 
reſervation ; for our Health, Strength, 
Peace, and Safety; for the Comforts and 
Conveniencies of this Life, and the Hopes 
and Expectations of a far better, through 
„y tender Mercies in Chriſt Jeſus, 
oO Lord, imprint in our Hearts ſuch a 
leep Senſe of thy Mercies, that we may 
ſhew forth thy Praiſes not only with our 

Lips, but in our Lives, by giving up our- 
Welves to thy Service, and by walking be- 
fore thee in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all 
ze Days of our Lives. | 

We confeſs, O Lord, that we are un» 
zorthy of the leaſt of all thy Favours; 
ut, in Confidence of thy infinite Mercy 
ad Goodneſs, we do in great Humility 
tcommend ourſelyes, our Souls, and Bo- 
lies, and all that belong to us, to thy fa- 
. Wocrly Care and good Providence; humbly 
eſeeching thee, who art our only Safety 
d Defence, to take us this Night under 
by Almighty Protection, and to give thy 
loly Angels Charge over us, that no Evil 
mes near to hurt us. 
. Refreſh 
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Refreſh our Bodies with quiet Reſt and 
Sleep, and our Souls with the Comforts o 
thy Holy Spirit: and, when thou fhal: 
think fit to take us out of this World, 
give us everlaſting Reſt and Peace in th 
eternal Kingdom, through the Merits, an- 
for the Sake, of our bleſſed Saviour and 
Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, who hath taught 
us, when we pray, to fay, Our Father, & 
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| th PRIVATE. 
* 


MOST great, moſt mighty, 


And 4 | [ 
wught 30% and moſt glorious Lord God! 
„N | look down from the Habitation 


of thy Holineſs upon me. thy 

unworthy Creature, who am come into thy 
Preſence to adore thy incomprehenſible Ma- 
jeſty, and to preſent before thee the Morn- 
ing-Sacrifice of my unſeigned Praiſes, for 
the many and undeſerved. Mercies thou haſt 
beſtowed upon me. 

O Lord, I acknowledge, tbat to thee of 
Right belongs eternal Honour, Glory, Praiſe 
and Adoration: for thou art the Sovereign 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, by whom all 
Things were made, and by whoſe infinite 
Power and Goodneſs they are preſerved and 
kept in Being. 1117 

Bleſſed be thy unſpeakable Goodneſs, 
which hath advanced me to ſuch a Degree 
of Being, that I am in ſome meaſure ca- 
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pable to know thee, love thee, ſerve thee, 
and obey thee. 

| Bleſſed be thy Name, O Lord, that I was 
born of Chriſtian Parents, and early dedi- 
cated to thee by Baptiſm ; and that by thy 
Grace and Goodneſs I have been preſerved 
to this Moment, and have in any meaſure 
eſcaped the Pollutions of this wicked 
World. Rap 

I bleſs thee likewiſe, O Lord, for all thy 
temporal Mercies, and in particular for the 
Refreſhments of the Night paſt ; for pro- 
tecting me from all evil Accidents, and for 
raiſing me up in Health and Safety to praiſe 
thy Goodneſs. 

Pardon, O moſt gracious God, all the un- 
worthy Returns J have made for thy exceed- 
ing Kindneſs and Mercy, and vouchſafe me 
ſuch a Senſe of thy infinite Love, as may 
inſpire me with more vigorous and hearty 
Endeavours to ſerve thee for the Time to 
come. | 

O Lord, I acknowledge that I am a 
weak and frail Creature, and that without 
thy Help I am not able to bear up againſt 
the Trials and Temptations of this World. 


But fince thou haſt promiſed to give thy 


Holy 


fer a PERSON in PRIVATE. 
Holy Spirit to them that aſk it JL am em- 
boldened to implore his divine Aſſiſtance to 


ſtrengthen my Weakneſs, to help my Iufir- 


mities, and ſo to fortify my Mind, that I 
may not be tempted above what I am able 
to bear, nor ſeduced from my Duty to thee, 


by the deceitful Inticements of the World, . 


the Fleſh, or the Devil. 

Root out of my Heart, O God, all Pride 
and Vain-glory ; all Bitterneſs and Uncha- 
ritableneſs ; all Envy, Hatred, and Malice; 
and ſuffer me not to be led away by any 
of the fooliſh Cuſtoms. and falſe Maxims of 
this World. And, O merciful Father, be 
thou pleaſed, of thy great Goodneſs, to en- 
due' me with that Wiſdom which is from 
above, which is firſt pure, and then peace- 
able; with that Meekneſs and Humility, 
which is in thy Sight of ſo great Price; 
and with that truly Chriſtian Temper and 
Diſpoſition, which thou loveſt and delight- 
eſt in. 

Lord, ſanctify unto me all thy fatherly 
Dilpes lions, and let every Thing, Thou 
ſhalt think fit to ſend me, prove a Bleſ- 
ling and Advantage to my Soul, Give 
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me Grace to. be entirely ſubmiſſive and con- 
tented under all the Afflictions, Trials, and 
Diſappointments, which thy Wiſdom ſhall 
judge proper in order to bring me to thy- 
felf; and grant that by every Adverſity 
that ſhall befall me, Imay be weaned from 
this World, and more cloſely. united unto 
thee. x 
Make me always mindful of my own 
Frailty ; of the Shortneſs and Uncertainty 
of this, Life; and of the Eternity of the 
next. Cive me Grace ſo to live, as I ſhall 
with I had done when I come to die. Let 
not Sickneſs or Death ever ſurprize.me un- 
awares, or find me in a State unprovided ; 
but grant that I may finiſh the great Work, 
which thou haſt given me to do, before the 
Night cometh, when no man can work. O 
Tet me live in ſuch a conſtant Preparation 
for my latter End, that how ſuddenly ſoever 
thou ſhalt be pleaſed to take me out of rhis 
World, I may be found ready and prepared 
for my great Account, through the Merits 
of my bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer Jeſus 
Chriſt, 


Be 


2 


Fr a PERSON in PRIVATE. 427 


{ Be with me, O Lord, this Day i in all 7% is 198 
l Places, and upon all Occaſions. Direct, 
L and guide, ſanctify and preſerre me. dey 2m 
4 Keep me both outwardly in my Body, 5 bp 1 
Y and inwardly in my Soul. Let thy Bleſ- hu may 
n ſing accompany all my honeſt Deſigns de — 
0 and Undertakings, and grant that 1 may”, "I 


undertake nothing but what is agree- | 
n able to thy bleſſed Will. Give unte me, 
y and all that belong to me, ſuch a Mea- 


* ſure of Health, and other temporal Bleſ- 
ll ſings, as thou ſeeſt beſt and moſt fitting 
et for us; but abeve all things, give us thy 
n- Grace and Favour ; that our Lives may 
d; be holy, our Deaths comfortable, and our 
K, eternal State happy and glorious with thee, 


he through the Merits of thy Son and our 
0 alone Saviour, ſeſus Chriſt the righteous, 
on in whoſe moſt haly Words I ſum up my 
ver | own and the Wants of all Mankind, ſayi ing, 
his Our Father, &c. 


red Accept, I beſecch thee, O molt graci- Don Saw 
rits | ous God, my hearty Defires in an eſpecial; 3 


in- 


ſus ] Manner to glorify thee on this Day, which fred of 


thou haſt peculiarly . for is 
Worſhip and Service. | | ark, 


Be #15. $29y 
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1 bleſs thy holy Name, O Lord, who | 


by thy Almighty Power madeſt the Hea- 
vens and the Earth and all that therein 1s, 


-and preſerveſt and governeſt all that thou 


baſt made, 

I bleſs thee, O Lord, who madeſt Man 
after thine own Image, enduing him with 
Underſlanding, and Reaſon, and Liberty; 
and making him capable of knowing, and 
loving, and enjoying thee his Creator, | 

Above all, I bleſs and magnify thy 
holy Name, O Lord, heavenly Father, 
that thou haſt given thine only Son, Jeſus 
Chriſt, for the Redemption of Mankind; 


that he took our Nature upon him; that 


he died for our Sakes; that he is rifen 
again from the Dead ; that he aſcended 
into Heaven, and that he there ſitteth at 


thy right Hand, to make Interceſſion for 


us; that he hath made known to us the 
Way to eternal Life, giving us his Word 
for our Direction, and his holy Spirit for 
our Guide and Aſſiſtance. 

Bleſſed be thy Holy Name, that thou 


haſt appointed this Day, not only for a 


Reſt from our ordinary Labours and Em- 


ployments, but chiefly for a perpetual 
Comme» 
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Commemoration of theſe thy Favours, and 
for giving us ſpecial Opportunities for thy 


Worſhip and Service, and the Care of our 
Souls. | 


My Soul deſires to bleſs thee, that thou | 


haſt made me a Partaker of all theſe ineſti- 
mable Advantages. | 

O Lord, prepare my Heart for attend- 
ing upon thee in thy Houſe, and afford me 
thy gracious Aſſiſtance, in all the Parts of 
thy Service. | | 


Let thy Word make deep and laſting- 


Impreſſions upon me. Help me diligently 
to improve all Opportunities that ſhall be 
afforded me this Day, whether public or 
private, to the Glory of thy great Name, 
and the Benefit and Comfort of my Soul, 
through Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 
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An ExExixG-PRAYER for a PERSON in 
PRIVATE, 


087 great and mighty God! 
Thou art the Sovereign Lord 
"Gs of Heaven and Earth, the 

Creator, the Preſerver, and 

: Sovoernor of all things: thou 

dwelleſt in that Light, which no mortal Eye 
can approach; and yet diſdaineſt not to be- 
hold the Children of Men. Look down, I 
beſeech thee, upon me thy unworthy Crea- 


ture, Who am come into thy Preſence, 


adoring thy Majeſty, and acknowledging 
that my Dependence is wholly upon thee, 
who art the Author of my Being, and the 
Foundation of all my Hopes, both here and 
thereafter. 

O Lord, I confeſs that J am a weak and 
frail Creature; my Nature is corrupt, and 
miſerably -prone to offend thee. I find a 
Law in my Members warring againſt the 
Law in my Mind ; which, I confeſs with 
Sorrow, hath too often prevailed againſt 


For a PERSON in PrRIVATE .J. 
me. The Pleaſures and Profits of the 
World are too apt to engage my Affections, 
and to make me cold and remiſs in the 
great and important Work of my Salvation. 
1 have been guiity-of manifold Neglects and 
Omiſſions of my Duty towards: thee, and 
have not ſerved thee with that Puxity «af 
Intention, with that Sincerity of Heart, 
with that.Fervency of Spirit, with that Zeal 
for thy Glory, with that Care, and Dili- 


gence, and Conſtancy, that I ought to _ | 


done. 

O Lord, if thou ſhouldeſt be extreme to 
mark what is done amiſs; if thou ſhouldeſt 
call me to a ſtrict Account for my Life paſt, 
what could I ſay unto thee ! or how ſhould 
I be able to ſtand in thy Sight! If thou 
ſhouldeſt deal with me as I haye deſerved, 


T could expect nothing from thee but the 


Severities of thy Wrath and Diſpleaſure: 
But, O gracious Father, thou haſt revealed 


thyſelf to the Sons of Men, as a God mer- - 


ciful and gracious, forgiving Iniquity, 
Tranſgreſſion and Sin: remember then, 
I beſeech thee, thy tender Mercies, which 
have been ever of old, and for the Sake and 
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Merits of my bleſſed Saviour, forgive, I 


Hhumbly pray thee, all the Sins and Vanities, 


the Follies and Indiſcretions of my Life paſt. 
O!] reſerve not my Sins to be puniſhed in 


the Day of thy Wrath and Diſpleafure, but 


blot them ont of rhy Remembrance, that 
they may never riſe up to my Confuſion 
here, nor to my Condemnation hereafter. 

O! enable me, by the Aſfiſtance of. thy 
Grace, to reform whatever thou ſeeſt amiſs 
in the Temper and Diſpoſition of my Mind, 
or in any of the Actions of my Life; that I 
may love thee more, and ſerve thee better, 
and do thy Will with greater Care and Di- 
ligence, than I have yet done. 

O Lord! keep up in my Mind a lively 
Senſe of my Duty towards thce, and of that 
great Account, which I muſt one Day give. 
Suffer me not, I befeech thee, to fall into 
a careleſs and. unthinking State, nor to be 
unmindful of that one thing needfn], the 
Salvation of my immortal Soul, Make me 
ſo ſenſible of thoſe dreadful Threatnings, 


which thou haſt denounced againſt Sinners, 


that whatever elſe I leave undone, I may 


make it my chief Care and Concern to ſe- 
cure 
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cure an Intereſt in thy Favour. And, O 
merciful Father, be thou pleaſed, of thy 
great Goodneſs, ſo to aſſiſt my weak and 
feeble Endeavours, that I may not be un- 
ſucceſsful in a Matter of ſuch vaſt — 
cern. 


Root out of my Heart, O God, by the 
powerful Efficacy of thy Grace, all finful 


and corrupt AﬀeQions. Wean me from 
the Vanities and Pleaſures of this World, 
and give me a fall Conviction of the Un- 
certainty and Inſufficiency of all Things 
here below. O! let me never ſeek for Reſt 
and Happineſs in the Enjoyments of this 
Life; but grant that I may daily aſpire 
after that eternal and unchangeable State of 
Happineſs, which thou haſt reſerved for 
us hereafter; and to which, I beſeech 
thee, of thy infinite Love and Mercy, to 
bring me, and all thy faithful Servants, 
through the Merits, and for the Sake, of 
thy dear Son, Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. 
Extend thy Mercy, O God, to all Man- 
kind: In a more particular Manner, I pray 


thee to be gracious to theſe ſinful Nations 


to which I belong; to pardon our great and 
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. Trying Sins; to avert the Judgements which 
we have moſt juſtly deſerved, and'to put 


thy afllicted Servants : 


An EVENING-PRAYER 


away from us the Spirit of Profaneneſs and 
Infidelity, of Malice and Uncharitableneſs ; 


that thou mayeſt delight to dwell amongſt 


us, and mayeſt be our God, and we thy 


People. 
"Bleſs and preſerve our Sovereign Lord 


King GEORGE, and grant that all who are 


in Authority under him, may faithfully en- 
deavour to promote thy Glory, and the 
Good and Welfare of this Church and 


Nation. 

Look with Pity and Compaſſion upon all 
be a Father to the 
Fatherleſs; heal the Sick; ſupply the 
Wants of the Poor and Mendy: ; and grant 
that whatſoever is wanting of outward Com- 


forts to any one, may be abundantly made 


* by the inward 8 of thy Holy 
Spirit. 
Bleſs all my Friends and Relations, 


eſpecially —-—; reward all who have done 


me Good, and forgive all who have done 
or wiſhed me Evil; and vouchſafe to every 


one of us, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
What - 


for a PER SON in PRIVATE. 


whatever in thy great Wiſdom thou know- 
eſt to be needful both for our Souls- and 


Bodies. 


And now, O moſt merciful Father, from 
an humble Senſe of thy great Goodneſs, I 
adore and praĩſe thy glorious Name, for all 
the Manifeſtations of thy Love and Kind- 
neſs vouchſafed unto me. I bleſs thee for 


my Being, for my Reaſon, and all the En- 
dowments and Faculties of my Soul and 


Body ; for my Health, Friends, Food and 


Raiment, and all the other Comforts and 


Conveniencies I enjoy ; for thy continual 
Care and watchful Providence over me, 


through the whole Courſe of my Life; and 


particularly, for the Preſervation and Pro- 


tection of me the Day paſt. 


Give me Grace, I beſeech thee, to make 


a right Improvement of all thy Bleſſings; 


and be thou graciouſly pleaſed to take me, 


and all that belong to me, this Night under 


the Care and Protection of thy Fatherly 
Providence. Give thy holy Angels Charge 
over-us, and grant us ſuch Refreſhment of 


Soul and Body as may enable us chearfully 


to go through the Duties of that Station 
wherein 


1a 
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wherein thou haſt placed us. And when 
thou ſhalt be pleaſed to call us out of this 
World, O! let us be found in the Number 
of thy faithful Servants, through the Merits 
of our Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, Jeſus 
Chrift : for whom my Soul doth bleſs and 
praiſe thee, and in whoſe moſt holy Words 
I ſum up all our Wants, ſaying, 
Our Father, &c. 


' A Praves, 
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A PrxAvER, which may be added to the 


daily EvenivG-PRaYER, on the 


LorD's Day. 


"60 Again SVs my moſt humble 
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and hearty Thanks to thee, 
O Lord my God, for the ſpe- 
cial Bleſſings of this thy ſacred Day; that 


I have been admitted to the great Privi- 


lege of joining with thy faithful People, 
in their Aſſemblies for public Worſhip 
to offer up my Praiſes and Prayers to 
thy divine Majeſty, in the Name of our 
bleſſed Redeemer; to hear thy holy Word 
read and preached by the Miniſters of thy 
Goſpel; and that I have had farther Op- 
portunities for employing myſelf more 
privately in thy Worſhip and the Care of 
my immortal Soul, 

I earneſtly beſeech thee, O Lord, to 


| pardon all the Wanderings and Diſorders 


of my Mind, and whatſoever elſe thou 
haſt ſeen amiſs in my Attendance upon 
thee ; and graciouſly to accept my ſin- 
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cere, though weak, Endeavours to ſerve 


Cauſe thy Word, which I have heard or 
read, to abide in my Heart, and to bring 
forth the Fruits of a holy and religious 
Life. 

Help me, by the uſe of all the Means 
of Grace and Salvation, to grow in Grace, 
and in the Knowledge of my Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, fitting me more and 


more for ſeeing and enjoying thee my 
God, and my bleſſed Redeemer, in the 


Life to come: and grant, when] ſhall ceaſe 


to praiſe and ſerve thee with thy Saints on 
Earth, that I. may continue to be ſo em- 
ployed with the bleſſed Spirits in Heaven. 
I heartily beg the ſame bleſſings for all 
my Fellow-Chriſtians, recommending them 


and myſelf to thee, my heavenly Father, in 


the Words, and through the Interceſſion of 
Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, our only Mediator 


and Advocate. 


Our Father, &c. 
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Kat; Lord, my heavenly Father, I 


7 O humbly adore thee, as the Ma- 
ea u Ker and Governor of the World, 
the Author of my Being, the 


Preſerver of my Life, and the Giver of 


every good Thing. 


I heartily thank thee for the comfortable 


Reſt which I have enjoyed the Night paſt; 
that thou haſt preſerved me in Safety, and 
raiſed me up in Health. 11 

I bleſs thee for all thy Goodneſs to me, 
ever ſince I came into the World, and 
eſpecially for the Advantages thou haſt 
given me, by the Inſtruction and Improve- 
ment of my Mind in the Knowledge of 
thee, the only true God, and Jeſus Chrilt 
my Lord. 

Grant, O Good God! that the Senſe 
of thy Favours may fo deeply affect my 
Heart, that T may ſhew forth my Thank- 


Aae, in the whole Courſe of my Life. 


Jam 
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I am thine, O Lord, by Creation, by Re- 
demption, by my Baptiſm and Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, by all the Obligations which 
thou haſt laid upon me, I deſire to be 
thine alſo, by a willing Dedication of my- 
ſelf to thee every Day of my Life, and by 


a conſtant and faithful Endeavour to ap- 


prove myſelf to thee. 

I befeech thee, in thy great Mercy, 
through the Mediation of my bleſſed Re- 
deemer, to pardon all my paſt Offences, 
and to enable me, by thy Grace, to diſcern 
and to amend whatſoever is amiſs in me. 

Help me ever to remember the Chriſtian 
Principles which I have learned, and the 
pious Inſtructions which have been given 
me; and never to depart from the good 
Way in which I have been taught to walk. 

Incline my Heart-to all that is good: 
grant that I may be modeſt and humble 
in my Carriage and Behaviour; chaſte and 
pure in all my Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions; true and juſt in all my Dealings; 
reſpectful and obedient to my Superiors ; 
innocent and inoffenſive in my whole Con- 
verſation ; faithful and diligent in the Diſ- 


charge of all the Duties of that State and 


Con- 
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Condition of Life wherein thou haſt. 


placed me: and teach me to fear and 
love thee, my God, above all Things; and 
to do to all others, as I would they ſhould 
do unto me. 

Make me perfectly contented with my 
Condition, and thankful to thee, who haſt 
given me all Things neceſſary for Life and 
Godlineſs, Let thy good Providence al- 
ways take Care of me, and let me never 
place my Truſt and Confidence in any 
Thing bur 1 in thee. 


Take me, I. beſeech thee, into thy Pro- 
tection this Day; keep me, if it be thy 
good Will, in Health and Safety. Preſerve 
me from the Vanity of my own Heart, and 
from the Temptations of the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil. Help me (through 


a Senſe of thy conſtant Preſence with me, 


and of the Account I am to give unto thee) 
ſo to govern all my Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions, that I may reflect upon them with 
Satisfaction at the Cloſe of this Day. 


Let thy Bleſſing be upon every Member 
of this Family : Upon all my Relations 
and Friends ; upon all, whom I ought and 
whom I deſire to pray for. 

© Fe: I hum- 
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1 humbly commit both myſelf and them 
to'thee, O my God, in the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour, and'in the Words which 
he himſelf has taught me. 

Our Father, &c. 
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An Eveninc-PRAYER for à YouNG 
PERSON. 


KXXK#OST gracious God, my hea- 
X M — venly Father, as I began, ſo l 
EN defire always to end the Day, 

with bleſſing thy Holy Name, 
and imploring thy Favour. 

Honour and Worſhip, Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving, are due to thee from every under- 
ſtanding and reaſonable Creature, I hear- 
tily bleſs thee, that I am of that Number 
whom thou haſt made to ſerve and love 
thee, and that thou haſt moreover revealed 
thyſelf to me, by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt my 
Redeemer, and encouraged me to call upon 
thee in his Name. | 

I humbly thank thee for thy daily Care 


of me, and particularly for that good Pro- 
vidence 


ich 
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vidence- which hath. been over me the Day 
paſt; that thou haſt preſerved me from the 
many Evils to which I am juſtly liable ; 
and haſt beſtowed upon me ſo many good 
Things which I have not deſerved; eſpeci- 
ally, for whatſoever thou haſt enabled me 
to do, which is acceptable in thy Sight, and 
which I can reflect upon with Satisfaction. 

I humbly bewail, O Lord, the great 
Weakneſs and Corruption of my Nature, 
and the many Errors and: Tranſgreſſions 
of my Life. I humbly beg thy Mercy in 


the Pardon of all my Sins, through the 


Mediation of my blefſed Redeemer ; parti- 
cularly of whatſoever thou haſt ſeen amiſs 
in me this Day, either in my Thoughts, 
Words, or Actions. 

Grant, O Lord, that the Senſe of my 
Unworthineſs may always keep me humble, 
and work in me an unfeigned Repentance 
of all my Sins; and. let the Remembrance 
of them ever excite me to a greater Care 
and Watchfulneſs for the Time to come. 
Strengthen in me every good Purpoſe and 
Reſolution, Whatſoever Part of my Duty 
I know not, do thou teach me; and wherein 
I have done amils, help me to do ſo no 
more. | 


. | 
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cious Protection this Night. 
if it be thy good Will, in Health and 


An EVvENINCG PRAYER 


Leave me not, O Lord, at any Time 
to myſelf, nor in the Hands of my ſpiri- 
tual Enemies. Preſerve me from thoſe 
Circumſtances, that would prove a Snare 
or Temptation to me. Let thy good Spi- 
rit continually enlighten and. ſanctify my 
Mind, directing and aſſiſting me through 
the whole Courſe of my Life. 

Fill me with a Senſe of my conſtant 
and entire Dependence upon thee, that I 
may always commit myſelf to thy Care, and 
be ever ſatisfied with thy Diſpoſal of me. 

Teach me ſo to number my Days, that 
I may apply my Heart to true and hea- 
venly Wiſdom. Help me to live in a 


daily Preparation for my great Change, 


keeping my Conſcience void of Offence, 
both towards Thee, and towards Men: 
and grant that I may be always ſo em- 


ployed, as I ſhall wiſh I had been when 


I come to die; that whenſoever thou ſhalt 


think fit to call me out of this World, I 


may readily and thankfully exchange it 


for a better. 


Take me, I beſeech thee, into thy gra- 
Preſerve me, 


Safety, 


for a Younc PERSON. 


Safety, and grant me that Reſt which 
may refreſh my Body, and diſpoſe me to 
ſerve thee chearfully, both in Body and 
Mind, the enſuing Day. 

I heartily deſire the Good of all Man- 
kind, and pray unto thee for the Purity, 
the Peace, and the Enlargement, of thy 
holy Church; for thy Direction and Aſſiſ- 
tance of all its Governors and Paſtors, par- 
ticularly thoſe under whoſe Guidance I am 
placed ; for the Welfare of my Country; 
for a Bleſſing upon the King, and all in 
Authority under him; for the Relief and 
Comfort of all that are in Affliction; for 
all my Friends and Relations; beſeeching 
thee to hear and to accept me, and all that 
call upon thee, in the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, our only Lord and Saviour, who 


hath taught me thus to. pray : ; 
Our Father, &c. 40 WE. be 


% 
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